


46 

I cried for months and still cry 
when I think of it. If only ... if 
only I had not been so tired; if only 
there had been someone else to call 
who could just come in and stay 
with this girl, this beautiful girl 
who was grappling with such a big 
problem just then, and who 
needed a friend so badly, just 
then. 

But you see everybody has their 
own families and they have to go 
home and cook and clean for them 
and be there with them, and they 
don't know about this girl. Very 
few Black people have telephones, 
so it is not as though I could ring 
around and find out who was free 
to come in. And this young girl, 
right then, needed another Black 
person to be with her, who would 
maybe just sit there, follow her 
around and put their hand in her 
hand. 

When I think about this, I think 
of the Government and how they 
talk about all they think they are 
giving to Aboriginal people. The 
Aboriginal people have had to fight 
to get money to run the Aboriginal 
Legal Service, the Aboriginal 
Medical Service, everything. They 
had to fight on the streets, get 
arrested, get their heads kicked in 
by the Police and get carted away 
in paddy-wagons - to draw atten
tion to some of our needs, like the 
Aboriginal Housing Company 
where many people had to be ar-

rested before the Governn 
understood the desperati 
homeless Aboriginal people_
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Still they give so little. We q 
run a twenty-four hour servic � 
cause we can't afford to. 

e
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people who work in the Servi. 
they have their families too � ' , au they have to worry about where ,,,get enough money to pay the re 
and their electricity bills and b� 
warm coats for the children. 

So many Aboriginal people al
ready do, and always have done 
so much for no pay, that mone� 
doesn't enter into it even though 
they all have big needs too. People 
will and do work for nothing, so J 
know we could run the sort of Ser
vice that could have helped this girl 
and the many others who get these 
big problems and who need some
body with them to help them sort 
it out. In that way, we have the 
people, but we do not have the 
money to pay for a building from 
which we could work, and while 
Aboriginal people will work for 
nothing, phones will not, and lights 
will not, and all the other things 
that we need to kick off such an 
operation do not come �heap, and 
we just don't have the money. 

The Government puts  out 
through the radio and the news
papers that they give Aboriginal 
people so many millions of dollars 
every year. But it is like a piece of 
elastic, all stretched out, and when 
they let it go, it springs back into 
just being a little piece. And the 
Aboriginal people end up with so 
little that people die all the time. 
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This isn't the only young girl; their rents are taken care of, and 
there have been others and young they need strong and warm shoes 
men, too. When they reach out, and coats, so they can get out there 
there isn't anybody there. I can't and not have to worry about these 
be everywhere at once and the other things for themselves so they can 
people who are doing the same sorts help with the worries of other 
of things; they can't be everywhere people. 
at once. We need more Black / So many Aboriginal people don't 
people able to do these sorts of · get jobs, can't get jobs, or the bosses
things, and they need to know that won't give them jobs. 
















