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Dcp:->.rt:'lr,• t of -o<· i::l .::erviu':?:., 
\.l:L:!l'C' '.:,ur-c , ;01 ."l:.n·',.. J"' • .enc, 
; 1?JJ .. o.11ne . 

'l'!0c Uir ,~ctor- Gor,e •·al, 
Dc•Jl'rt;i,i1,t nf l'-:::J.lth , 

A.G.T . 

'j11bkq_i, : Ir.v:-1 i6 ;>"ln:-ion:- for ;)oti ontn :,,.t 
E}; st .':.rr., :.0prosari11m . 

'kferencq: Yonr "1:;(, 111 11. 

6 

It fa re;ret~.9::1 that a !'f:rly to yonr i:,,•:.,01·0.rd,,:, of /,tl. l<a;·ch 
,-1,". s not :'orw:irdc-·1 • ::: r li 0 r . 

2 . T!~e bro::" i:olic! :-c :.r<li1.~ tLt ;x-.~''.l"'ni: -,~- :cn.•L;-1, ~ r 
Ab:,rir;il'c::; ; :-: t!·-: t ,.,J-.,~rev"r ~ ~ --,, · "n"T ' ~~ o t=rr· I'd :,f ~· 11v 1 -:>;--n· 1,t i ~ 
nllCr' t:'!~t 1•e C".11 r~,-.'J. :..:· i ndl ... it, t 1H• f1.:ll ~ o• ·.n1, I l"tl;),i be ~" • ~j to 
the jwnsioner •·:,o w:i11::.d th'"ln ""Uin• 1·ily h, ,,..,=i'.rctt>r' t" r•·ov .. h "·r 'is 
o,:n M'.:\int~:i: 11ce :r~"' ti,,., ·"11::ioi. . 

J . ...:et ell :~hori-:i11e~ tth~ 1'~!:"1;f!' :"or ., ... 11:·.~::'lnt..i -:;. ·1r-i :~tt-~i~t!·l t:·1£? 
::ta;-r: of deve).n~ Hcnt "t '!1·ic'l i:hcy :::ir-e c,.i }.'!hl-- :,~ loo!:ir,: ,,.::·~1· t: lr 
--iwn :..'.ffc.irn , .:.ind so1'1'3 ... re le:·~ c..·~ ··1c r•~n .yt,: r; . To ,,.:C'iC .' ..... , .. t:
or r,inu~e c~ ~:"'r.~ion 1110rtf .r, tL ~ :;r.: .• 1 ( . •· c ...... v,--.1 "'l~ f'!:.• , ~<'r , .. 11~innt· r s in 
thi~ cl-:~::; l i1i· i ri;: )~l ~')""'111rd.t 1 -·,.., "'f .... ,•ir ; r, ... ~ in t··o , ... :-1..rt::; - t>c 
p -sonril co··ponent .ro · i lw i: o "" ,1,,, -,, "'i I'>;,. .r 1· · .,., !f ::.11 · tl,o 
r1::.inten:1.11ce comron. nt --bi.c' ,.•,11l ..i " ,"".y-_::,',.. L::> ; · :i11t·,,,ri t!· cont 1·01_ ir 
!.~-r.9~it:[ for t!1e m::il"1tr.nr;.11c-A of' 1-1,c ;:en,·_u,;;, .r . 

/!. . 7!':.i.. j l:,..:.. ,.. • n ~ ! ·r • rinci: 1 ·: a;:i:,1: in"· ·" -.r :.1 :on f "~ 
i•11 .~t c o~~ t,,;11ovol·"'1t 0'11 "' • : ·"'·· , ,.. • '!. -· · r. .~rl i.c . 
::n ~.t·,our•t (")t,.=-1 ... in<!l· b~, 1.11e J.~t (..;. ,. . ~ ":· · .... '-p,· rc.l 1 :,r 
;1 J.tt:;.ion , £5 .. 15 . 0.., rcc':, i !--··:r~ l) 1~ p---·a ;o ·... ..!..iou,!r :.J~{, t~c 
t.·l·.J;ce ~-, irJ.r' lo u, in:-·titutj.., • /r1~1 t:.:-t :'.,;i t +· r ' ~~ :1,,t.- :-rce ' 
po1.·t.inn of the per· :i.nn f':!ic~ tc t.,e inr:tl~t1t:.oiJ l<:'r;cr i.Ls f.~'"entit:-- ":: an 
in,i·1id .. 1~1 rayme:1t. In t;f'?01';', ..,t ~ny ra.,;i::, the cn-t .._~ r..:1i11t'linin;: tli, 
penr,,ioncr inm~tt?!: l- ·n,,t froM th·- ,'.(""rq,·-;tcd . .,,~:I• tr:. ·.. ,:; • If i.>e 
pociti on were tho.t, --ft.er 11eetin · the r.'.) t ,,i.' n.::i1,,-"l' ,,c,~ -.r t 1 e 
pc11:-iori-::rs C0'1""l'""'t1, + 1-Gre r.;in:t' rerl . o e nnexp.:mded ::c •·i.oa rJoncyc , 
it ,,,::mlcl be o, -n ,:- t' • ~, d .. i+1 .;ion ~urhoriti t,-, ,'..-r-·i,'r. lo U"e H:. c-n 
c::-..pi tn.l v(')r':r, r-r oti!er ,. rl'>~ .:ci. 'J fr,r t:,,- ener:il ir n~ :·it of t1 ,e 
tcnrjonerf' . 

5. ·,1,!1 ""f t,,( t.:::? "f\C'l..lC :·1 lCl"'\r-it:r ·,, .. .;"'_,: .. --1. t•C ,~cn::ior~ 
of ·i.nr.ott:J~ , ....... 1:cti{~~.;ol ·1·1t : --r, f-' 1n.:!"' r,,t n- i c-t .i""<'t .. Corj ·incl ryr·11t':i_n1"1~rr 
li,~i, .. In oo;;.n1n-i'-i' ... ::: , ,>,- ~0·111·J1r,,e11\,, ,,~e i.,....4'6 .. : • 1· .... i, "llnr 
prir:c i;:-,".Ps 4·0111'1 C,'"' ~p~:,1,i,,t-: · -v~ ,, · t n,1 .. "'cc·1r1·1 ,.·t'E•rt ' :1•~ ·n1· '"1,, .. r1e~ 1 
C:Y,.i}'"'rin,~nt o~· •·fnrinr •. 1t - ·141•.•,l i.•" :r:c, ... t t· --: tn ,"' ... ,1/ ,,n·l:; ' :'a 
'":;,nri 'inn~J.. •:}°::1i-., I'""!"~ -"'., .,r..:: t • ~ l.,_' '· 1-: - f') ' . -~ : : .., (" -,." ~ 1f 

co-:unn1 "1 tten · nn. work:· ~C'r -.) •"! "'A-r.cr:•l L,-.r, . ._iL t) t:.c r t"'I : ,n r: -:" .:!. 
,,.,I)~., . T11c 1 ~--~'/i.,·,,_ 1 .. ~ ., : 1 • il.., i ol •lt·~~1.1~•A:1 i, b~ 0.· h, P'"~.'it 
from " --tnnerE• 1 ~n'l :=:·ic-i· 1 .;i.· nr'ri,int ·1011lrl ~,: .:-. · lo ··-11 "ii;l.in t' e 
scoJ.e of i.:•i .. "rir,c:ipl• -:.n11 "'i1 -:;1 :ir 1,'!.r,ir no obj.-,,c:ti,·n if' :::ec,i. ln ti1c
pro.,-.o::c:.l contninP.d in ;..,~n··r 1 ~l":r-r~rr~u-11 . 

L 
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r. . Hm·l,v"r, -::I.nee yl of the tMint"'n"nC!' cor.rronont in rcrm,ct 
of the 73 .,bor; ·ii· l j•t,y:0,., r, ::t ,~_,~,t .. 1·m i::: ~·i_,, f.,:> r;v<>nue, 
-pp°'r •ntly by TrE:· s1.u•y(;ir1>ction, you 1/ill : ,·cb.,_bly ,,j ~b t.o •'iscttJfi 
th=i pro.:'0"1,l wit1i" 'l'reasi.:.ry before proceeding . ·,·, v.:. w :i., this 
De,.,1·tni1-: t '.:.f" i:h::,:!. tbf!. r,ror-o"D.l <1M's net con .,lict 1·lth the "c''"rrtr1°rt I 
policy for thP.;•ayn1l•nt of r,,.nsiono to ., l;ori ·inc:- in r:,i1ii. re-11.,d 
"0 -nunities . 

? . 1"01t 11, r,1.:01 <> 1 t;-,~i: i-~~ •1 lis::oti::;f:2r:tio1, e:-:i:-ts ·tn t;,:d. 
~~u·o1•1J.'.ll1 pension, r,., 1·r,c:1:1vP ·;;1.,. Znl~ urnount. of -tr:ci.r ;"'n::;ic,n" 011r'! 

::tre not cl•ar;-:"'cl for trf'l'trmcrt (lr maintcmmce, 1-ii-:cr.•::t:i ··hori:-;i.ntl 
pen::iioni:1rs ::-re rn111'.l'P1i tc, c-or1t1""it•ite townrd., t11c:::;e cot·ts (while 
bcin;: cnti.tl<>d to free n,,:Jical :-ervice, qu::rtnr:- :-.nd foo,i ) . :i.lt· 011;_;!.l. 
t:d:; is unfort1m1te , it i r ::;o -<"t:•in;· tb:it will 1 · "'? to b" acccrted 
unti l r11ch time ~ s tl~e 'lbcri,-;i.no:-: "re "i;la ·;.,o rec i·,re thli full ."1'onnt 
o~ tl1P-ir pen:--iori . It i 11n.-1erstoo,1 t 1 

# t , ~cn~rc_"' ~ , '; ,.. ~1--0,-- ~ .. 
il"J1::tt. :-: h· .vr, f•1•.; l; 1·• · ·-:>r.".:.l,ilit i., ::; nri · 1 et Ly ",,o ·i:: in.al ! •en~ic-1,, r s 
1.,1,0, e clepeucio.nt.::: r.··y be ~ s i~ t,•a h;· 'th, Direct -.r ,Jf ,:,-lfere . 7or t!.e 
prernnt , it vonl•i :--ecra :h• l i c t:i.· :iL.: f~cti.on •clll"' ,, lc•·senc;( ;_,~. 
'U!r? ,-;-i_vcrs" oo --.f i;:nme of tl•P. ' ,'.dntor, .. rcc ' :- ld l'oT' s.Loricin.,l 
pension,•rs i:o fin .. 1,ce tl.o _rrorosc-' ~11in•11i11:_· ~'ool . 

National Archives of Australia 

(:: .c . ·i: :rT1·0: ·) 
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The 1:>ec1·ets1·y , 

•♦•··1.1;•,,.,,~ ~· ~ .. 
. 

Dcp.'.'rtraent 0f tJ,c Tre~s11ry, 
c.: 11.':':':A. l l - ~ • T . 

Ylt\.llG•U,M.! - HC.ALTH. C.AH•1t:tt1tA• 

1'0, .Oa NO. •~ 

CANeUtJll,t.. A.C:;T 

'" -.,., ••••H ouon 75(./11/1 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 

CANBERRA. A.C,T . 

•. ., -,t 30th .Tur.c , 1~!~ t:.er,~ ,·ere 
-it t he ..:n:-t .~rm Lerror~.r•;u,, , D-.ruin , Of 1.,; r.:.e , 1~ 
or h ·•.lf-c"de .::mC: 74 were full blooe 3:;ori:sinr.11 :i.n 
iJN".li, fP.ni;:irins • 

113 , 1:i.ti onts 
\ .. e .::uro: ~::i"::J 

receil·t c-f 

..:i11ct October 1961 tl•c 1Yt i.ve •··nticntr. '·:.-.vc 
b c~n j 11 re-c"~i t 1."'r ·: '1 "''"Yt.lir: "'l,i~Jior . .... (": ·., nc~_Qi). ~ ~,1.d 0 11 

ar 11 i n~tit11i i0i -111 
.. - :.c ·•r.d. the curr0r ~ i; ·i. ion o.f t':11 .10. 0 :· ... r 

fortnj_ J,i.. i.:- ·; •;i•1 · ·;1t 1 t:-r,,c (3) ' .l'': -,:- 'ol1.'l1H' .-

P:irt 1 r.:c..J,~ +.."1 ~t' :.. ~1~ ~i.vf.! /'c:nr 2_ ........ .,,.r -; n C""3h lor 
~~ock-- t .,,n .. j' ~, .11. (, 

Paxt 2 

Part 3 

c1cpo~; t --:,1 in t l1€ n .... ~t j_y r. 1 n b~1,!~ account 
uith tl:<; , ,,,.,,,,011\IC'1ltr ,o.Vill''.E .. ~n·,, ..J:.-11,in 

wH11held or rn·.inten:ince , -:ir.d •c' i,' to : • T . 
Rev~r-·ic , ·c'1.] .-..1 i:7 . 10. " 

':'h" J· -n: i.0ns o.~ thi! ":•u-o_-n••n · 1,c; h:• lf- cn. te 
patients at the Lepro::; tri1m are !',lid on a : r ::;o;·,nl ::;3~· i.f' - :1. , c . , 
the µati.-nt r ,,csives Iii~ fulJ pcm,fon Ln C"Gb . 

Th,. •'iffcr,1nr.e in the 31~-,1mt c.ctually rr-,ccived 
by n Tl:.'.tivc pcn::-1.rmor (£4 1;,r ·',,rtnir·ht) :,Lan cc-,,..r·1n•C: :; 1 th::-.t 
.::-ece;vul t:1 :> :1rr:i-.... n o.· r· lf- co.rte '..·:.n,,;a:1cr (_~11 . -,0 .0 11<1r ,.or t 
ni::;ht) ir· t.he c".ticc 0

<'I' ,1j r - r-"H c.crci· icn ~ n. r- :,:,,o -:u,Tt• 1·:: . It 
\,as Oeen f;tJ •,:,-e~tc.rJ ;;, .. •;· 'r • · .; -t•.r--· ~~ i ~ "· of t!•'-- n ... t- i ·,.re 
:-P,nnions (o;~ r.or,c 1 ':lri', on :- · i ) : 11 .1·1 ., .ir.c,1 h:i r•ro·,i~•f! '\l',,..nti "!:: 

f or t• '-! - t · ~nt:- . '!'hj r ,.::: . .'.'rb,1c.it ,'llft!)rlrt;, tPi1 : ;ut::.;estion . 

The rn"t of ~''.".int :· ini.n,· ., r • t i ant · t the 
L-errorc:'21'ium exceec1c ti e -iinonnt r.ci n: • ·it'-i1c1,_- from r:..,t. · v;: 1 3 

pent;ion mi/~ !)~1 irl to :-~ c . .Uurin _· 1 <;·'·'!.- ' 3 tJ,c c-vcrc. e i.;ce!tly 
cor;t of in~, r:t:-inin : :: .,i mit ·-:-: t' ·; U".!r.:-· .:·iu;., w.i.::: -:-,7 /12./1 O; 
(11r~i~ 19/3/(.Jv- t11e ~vel\~.:·r .. ·:oeJ:~· c o~t 1-·_n .::1c . '" .1" . _:ur-o -~~nr 
["_11r· ···lf'- c"r-t~;n ... ,, .. ,._ n,"' <·,-,nt.ri L.A~t-ion ·--,~_,~r,-:r t; c.:o~ t . T!.{· i:; 

✓ i,1 nccord:•ECC ·it:: uGCti.ou 7 (,•;)-of i:.:- 01 u ern 't.::rrflor~-
: on! ::t.:tl.:: :-i;i.rl " . ..r- · c4:.1_ :e..1.~r-ic~•;· Crc1in·mc- , 1c;;.l]- ·1"t\J~ , ,, -ipi .... r:r;ric~GC 
for ',.he J:'r0P. tr,..~·1.,"nt of , er ~o.-s r:u.ff cr.'.n · rror.i, 0r : i:;;;r ,et..,: t,-, 
1:.e :-u.ff~rinr: rror:: , n.r inH~cticu.:-- li...,c!1,-:o . L r.,·-,r:· ir :·•:)ci:ied ac 
·m fr.:'t;ctiouc ~L::c~ ,,, . fil pc.tients of t,1-::; Lcpl'":':.'.r:!.1U?; ·[.1 .erc.',,r c 

(
' o.re ent i. tled to recci. ve free med.lct; l f'ervi cc , •:11ar'Ler:, 1.'llci rood 

uithfo the proviclon;:, of thh: Orr,i112rice . The e:.pcmc.liture in pro
vjding t hssP. service ::; j s cher:;c•cl to Divisio:1::: 872/1 , 672/2 and 
872/J. 

Since the introduct i on of anv~li d pens ions f or 
nativo:;: in October 1)·61 1 :;u.11s tot:illin~ s;52,003 h:i.vc been withhel d 

. ./2 
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• • 2 •• 

from ti1e rn!tivP.c I pensions ::or 11mnintcinrice 11 and pC'id to • .T . 
P.cv~nns , ;~,:,c.J.th, c.o follO'.-!:J 

1 C),:1 - 62 
1962- 6'.3 
1 ';1"3- 6/, 

£1 ';; , l,.20 . 
;:21 I ()'/'j 
£1 5, 510 

£52 ,003 

The mitives b:i.ve received r.o aci.' ~"Liono.J. benefits 
for ~J,J;, coi:tri'.,uti.ol:' t, CoMmonwe:ilti, ·~cvcnne over .1' d ~, bov';: tllo,·e 
r~~ci.v:"'>d !JJ tL ""j :ur(Jf .. (~"'ll1 on 112lf- c::.;;tc .,.t.; ~1 1t . 'i'hi;, i:-- the bc.~ic 
of the rlc- c·,tir.f::iction. 

Cot· 4-J,,,. , .• ,,1 ic.:i.l Cfficer ., n C!:ar;;e 0f the 
Leoror.:i.riu.n, "n..i '·• r, ,iwr-r'-'11,i -,t! -~r ;:rlon, -r.e.<J olhu· vuprrior 
of t:1e -~!~ ;:;onn 0r,1°, ... tr~v · -11...- :· t: .P- t ttl."'• .! !' ·· ct~f, ntron,:~~ -
~.-..co:.r.:;y ·· tL~ c.onr-triJCt~on cf r.. .::Hil-:,i'in pool .~t t~ .. :.c Lc~ro:.:....ri1ir• 
_ 1 · r-uG:fe::t t -t ti.,:. , 'lLci. poa3_::,1y ~~~,,-.Jr ... _."t1cni.tien , i •"' 1,rov.::_Ocd 
!ror::i ,;.cCi.lf.lt~ l :•te:1.1 l"' ► !'t'?L T·C f!-·uct·"Jn,.. f2·c,1n n~tiv~n 1 i}cr .. •icrie . 
71,e r;Hia.,in. ~ :. ool 1,,;onld 1;.:- of , ::i •.- :\ l vrl·~~- ~o ti .. ~~ r,:•.-ti '>l"t& '.:.otb 
roci:.~11~- .... n.·~ · 1 ;:"•

1:: c::11~ • Prclii1j.11ary :1c I lon h-,.r- u,1~n t-:-.1~cn to 
,,1:;t_ in ,J1 c:ti~,i,e ""J1 i:02t -: .ci. 't ':.: r.-ro,,-:,l,:, tl:ot it 1·oultl 
be i11 tlL viri.riit.i of =.:20 1 000 - .:-.:~0, '101"'1 . 

Thi~ office i~ fc..v:ittr..::hl~ d:.~ , os'J,_. trY'c1·ns t!:e 
utilization of c.t :!.cr.··,1. f.::::rt o'' the maint,, , u:e dc<11,ct::.0>1F ~or t::c 
provir j_o1 of ,. ien'l t L,··~ . J..

1
!1 · 1r1ttr..!r wc.s ·;lc.C,! .. ~ :;h:orc t},e .Jirec tor

C<>n,·r ::l or t.oci:,l ... crv' c,,,, ir order t.o · e1:•,rr.ii,n ;;hct h,..1• 1.1:-i .. ~ .-::1.: uce 
"'!'tOllP.~·!1 r0t1ld .. ,r_.: ;:1~,~ _\)r .·11c! p.-rpo: c... . ,. c~1 ·J of ;..:1 - ·~epl~ r "'.:\"'c 4,·e( 
f rom thr-• iic t ir, · a.1i..rc~cto::·- '~~t!, r-o.l of ... cci.:tl ~?1~1 CQ :;:: • ~,,· o 4

• 

It · ·· 11 be t:C>r:1 t 1 ,t ~,ny o.ccur::ul"tGc: 11,·n.:!.nten:!l c c 11 comr:on,;.rt nf 
ilCtlGiou!; not rcrr ·ir~,_-: o --·eet t 1,c {:~, to '~'n.y nesCG )f ti e ab:)r i ... inc.l 
pt:w "ion.;r '.::.:- l,n ',. ".!r1 on ·,•,1r'~ fN• t'ir --m, 1·~1 ,,,.n,,,f.:.t to t'.u 
j:'fl~ri vr.ler c t..~ ~ w·1ol1? . 

,~ 'i'l•c ~ntte:r ; :" J•ow ref1;Jr1••.J•J f·,1· ~0•1r cor ~i,)~r:::.t.i.on 
plsn~e , and I w,,ul<1 ::p7-1r:::ci-:t e +!,c o·•rl:• rcr:eipt d: your, .:.Jv·i cc on: 

:a) 1 •'.1c t!·er, a1: from 1 :,t Jn.1:; 1 ')6!,, :"•:JMC portion of 
· 1 o ;·1:u,.,tcnn.nc:0 con,·011,nt o!: th,~i·e t111, l v,~s ' 
r,cr.:;ionc •,;,.,: be ,, it' i .r,lJ f1·or,1 ;ev1,1u;, ~ nc. puid 
-:~" ... t.;·"t · .. 1 L J T ·"1 • • __ (',.! ,1 : hd. ,•~Jed .:~or L~le 
,.!·o j ~ • r•n, , 0 

11·· l:..; ,:=: ! t"l" t],;~ ~..,. I i. ntt: ~~ the 
:.r.~ .11---;~·· · i tLi 11r,on t.1' r )~O · n· ... , .; ... n ol' , !:~~ ' ~·ce 
\:') t ·· r·t,;:? .: , t.i1t: 1·r. "01·:--"~ ·".i1,1--· Lei.,- t~ · t ~l·e 
t !' •l ;~n eni Li er• ' :)1 lc1 . nc: 1 nJcl ' .mon ot:1cr t' ,i."'\i~:.! 

i:; ::,::vJ;1r:ill1t"o of ~ .. c·::·J.L. tJ_ 1 t'i!"'0 .::-n t or!~c ,i·1::..c!l, 
:.:· .. :11t ..... h. rot r~co:.:::1r: ~or t' .~ii"' --,e.Oiccl ~r-re, 
110,;ld :r-1·-:r;:: :-:, c;ct:r:1 r:o.,1r,,~t 'o.· t: o : .,:,r.t>J::;, - e1 u 

f "? 
( ' 

~-T-~C"r - ref·111d o .. ~ ·~ven~,,: uo1,ld be :.·i-'i~, .. cvr,d 
-:-.. ., p0 t i ori ::if chc occr• -:-a ·::o·c-1 -.f ..::: , :'OJ 
'""Cfcrr-ed i.o "bovr- , t: \-, 'l'n ':,_· -c' o • < ",l"pc-:::c:: 
..... :n :!:, , .. · .. r-: ~::.i.: ..-. ~~-· 1rit~ t!~G: c1ir?ct i ~t€nt.:.or 
"'~ ;,~Oiti ·ilr o :;i-:lmr1i11: ~.:tr,l fo1· t!;e. Jnn_tEr , 

~f~~ 
Act:! n:· ~~; rec•t-::-r- ':cner:· l r,f Re,1.1111 
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S.L.64/2586 

The Director-General, 
Department of Social Services, 
Box 503II , 
lffiLBOURNE, Vic. 

28th September, 1964. 

Invalid Pensions f or Patients at Bast Arn-Leprosarium, Dnrv,in 
Your Ref erence C261/47 

I refer to your memorandum of 6th August, 1964, t o t he Department of Health on the disposition of invalid penoion withheld from oborit:rinal patients o.t t he East Arm Lepr osarium. 
2.9 Attached is a copy of a nemorondum to Treasury dated 2nd September , 1964, wherein the Department of Heult~ asks vrhether po.rt of that portion of invalid pension now paid to Revenue mieht in future be used to provide amenities for pati ents at the leprosn.rium, and whether part of the sum of £52 , 003 mthheld up to 30th June , 1964 o.nd puid t o Revenue , mir;ht be refunded for t he purpoco of pr ovidi?lfl a. swimr.dng pool at t he l eproso.riw:i. 
3 . Treasury wo.s not pr eviously o.r,are thct invalid penoions are paid in r espect of long- term pati ents at the leprosorium. Having r egard to the f act that such pati ents are fully maintained , without charge , by t he Cor.nonwealth, t he purpose in payi~ full pension is not apparent . 

4. It woul d ccem to us t hat a thorouG]1 re- examination should be made of all cases \'!here pensions arc be:Lne pcld ( ,·ri t hou t reducti on) to long- term inmates who ore bci~ fully no.intained wi'thout charee, at public expense in government institutions . The payment of a means test pension r el ated to "needs" in such circumstances appears to be oontrn.ry to t he basic concept . 
5. If You come to t he conclusion that n legal entitlement to pension should continue in such cases , then we consider that Cabinet should be made :fully n~are of t he ext ent of the total benefits t hat are being provided in t hese cases. 

(~')L.B.~~ 
(L.B. IWtILTON) 

First Assistant Secretary 
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TELEPHONE 70.tl3. 

The Secretary , 
Department of Territories, 
CANBERRA. A. C. T. 

~ Y-¾o~ 
r- h rJ! 

COMMONWEALTH TREASURY,'-' f'} /
11 

CANBERRA, A . C.T, 

RE"'RENCE N 0,,,.,9._~.: . ..§.4/2586 

6th January, 1965 . 

Invalid Pensions for Patients 
at East Arm Leprosarium, Darwin 

The DJpartment of Health in a memorandum of 2nd 
September, 1964, advised this Department of correspondence it 
had had with the Department of Social Services regarding an 
amount of £52 , 003 that had been withheld from the invalid 
pension payable to aboriginal patients at the East Arm 
Leprosarium since 1961 and credited to Northern Territory 
Revenue - Health. Copies of the relevant correspondence 
are a ttached for your information . 

2. As a result of this mid related correspondence 
Treasury has consluded that the policy to be followed in 
respect of invalid pensions for long- term inmates at all 
institutions under the Department of Health ' s control, 
including the East Arm Leprosarium, should be thoroughly 
re-examined. 

3 . Accordingly , arrangements are in train to hold an 
inter- departmental meeting comprising representatives of the 
Departments of Social Services, Health and Treasury , some 
time early in February to discuss this ~uestion. 

4 , As the payment of pension to Aborigines in the 
Northern Territory is of direct interest to your Department 
you are invited to include a representative on the committee 
if you so desire . 

5 . You will be advised of the actual date of the 
meeting i n due course . 

if~ 
-4,<>c,~ 

/ ~ ~ Encl. 
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National 

AD/ ES 

63/3602 

Bia Honour the .ldJliniatrator 
of 'the •orthern Tarritor.r, 

DdWD. 11'.T. 

.llP.BIDimll OP IllTALm PDSIOll'S 
( re .., Ara I.eproeariwn Pa1iims) 

55 

I refer 1io 1ielegrau to Giaaa from Mo7 
and Gillies on 24-th December, 1964 and 12-th January, 1965, 
&ll41io related telephone discuasiona. 

2. Treasur., has now arranged a conference on 
tba general polio7 for upend11.ure of invalid pensions, 
to 'be held in the !reasur., oonfaNJ1Ce room in Canberra a:I. 
aboll'II 10 a.a. on 19-th Jlabruar., - 'the 4ata on which 
:ar. lieae 1Jl41ca1ie4 he oould a'ttand. Officers of the 
DaplriJlelna of Social Serriees and Health, and of 'this 
4eparblen, will also attend. 

f Australia NAA. A 1734 NT 
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Tl!L£PHON~ 7 0413 

COMMONWEALTH TREASURY, 

CANBERRA. A.C.T. 

19th January , 1965 , 

The Secretary, 
Department of Territories , 
CANBERRA. A. C. T. 

(Attention: Mr . F . Moy) 

Invalid Pensions for Patients at Darwin 
Leprosarium and other Institutions under 

control of Department of Health 

This memorandum confirms telephonic advice that 
the meeting to discuss the abovementioned matter will be 
held in the Treasury Conference Room on Friday, 19th 
February 1965, commencing at 10 a .m. ~ 

National Archives of Australia 

. B. HAMILTON) 
First Assistant Secretary 

NAA: A 1734, NT1969/960 



Page 109

His HonoUl' 'the AdminietratOl' 
of the Northern Te.rritory, 

DAR\'JIN, N. T. 

63/3602 

Y JM 1965 

INVALID PJmSIONS FOR PATDmTS AT EAST ABt! LEPER HOSPITAL 

Pu:rthor to 'Cf3 63/3602 of 18th January, 1965, copieo /v~ 
of tbo foll0l7lll8 mocioraruln oro ottnchcd for your consideration 
and advice z-

(a) 6th Aueuat, 1964: Actin.g Diroctor-Cencral 
of Sociol services to the Director-General 
of Boalth. 

(b) 2nd Soptcmbor, 1964: ActiDg Director-Gonoral. /?" 
of Hea1th ·to tho Dopo.rti:::nnt of tho h'caaur:,. IJ 

(c) 28th September, 1964: Dopartmont at the 
Trca.oui-y to thO Director-General of Social f.s,1 
Servicoa. 

{d) 6th January, 1965: Dop:irtme?It of the Trcnaury /g:., 
to thia Dopartm..nnt. 

2. \'lhllo the m>ot~ orronecd tor 19th FobrWll'y, 1965, 
ehotJld. bo confined to the uoo of invalid -pcnsiom fo:r loll8 
tom i.nmateo at institution:, under tho contzoo1 of tho Dopart-
00nt of Henlth fl?lJ' dccioionn ronchod could mvo on efteot on 
the uoo of oocial oo:rvico bonofito paid£~ Aborie:i-noo in 
other irunitutions e.a. rrelforo ccttlo ... onto ana miosiono -
i.a.rograph 4 of 'hcnsur:, corwro.rulum of 28tll Soptcmbtn', 1964, 
ie rclovnnt. 

3. !rhero arc n numbor of pointa .relating to tile 
6()noral WJO of oocial service bcnofitc by or on behalf o:f 
Aborie;iueo on TJhicb a clcoror actcrmination of policy oootm 
neceooary. Somo of thoae ore tho ditforont cb.orgoo rniood 
by m.ooionn and po.otornl.ioto (even fr0?:1 m.thin the eano 
organization) tor mnintcnancc in i-eapect of ratiom and 
clothiD.8, thO accllilUlntion ond non-expenditure ot pension 
:fundo for the benefit of ponaionors, tb.c aotu.aJ. uoo to T7bich 
ar:iounta in excoaa of the porsonru. and 2:1a1ntonance coopononta 
nro pllt and "th.o protection of nccumulated funds (partic~ly 
in tb.o c:::u,e of clltmga ot ormorohip of a paotorol property). 

4. :BefOl'c meeting m.th Trcm,ury it io deairab1o that 
\70 ahould con.for With the .Deportncnt of Social. semcee to 
detcl'Illino a joint attitude on -

National Archives of Australia NAA: A 1734, NT1969/9f 
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2. 

(a) the uoe of bonafita _p31d £or Aborieinoo 
in inntitutiona untlor the control oi' the 
De~rncnt of Health; and (in caoo the 
catter is I"aised) 

(b) tho gcnoral :policy of the control of 
bonofits for Aboriginos on outlined in 
para 3 above. 

5. I -propose to hsvo diGcucsions \tith the Dol"C,l'tIJont 
of Social Services dUl'iJl8 the first VICOk in February ond 
woul.d a.pprecitito JOUl' advico before the end of this month. 

Enc1. 

,t~c1/ L/ 
/ (G. ,al'\'7ick 3r.d.th) 

So c re tar y. 

/€- (( 

[ PFS 

87 -
',II'.> 

1 
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F TE JTORIES 

J.57 5.2.65 EPM515/D925 

TO TERRITORIES CANBERRA 
FROM ADMIN DARWIN 

INVALID PENSIONS FOR PATIENTS AT EAST ARM LEPER HOSPITAL. 
YOU 63/3602 OF 27TH JANUARY E++ REFERS 

2. THE DIRECTOR SOCIAL WELFARE RETURNS TO DUTY ON MONDAf 
8TH FEBRUARY AND FULL COMMENT ON MATTERS RAISED IN YOUR 
MEMORANDUM WILL BE SENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER HIS 
RETURN. I TRUST THAT THIS -/t/J++ WILL BE EARLY ENOUGH 
TO ENABLE YOU TO HAVE MEETING WITH SOCIAL SERVICES. BROAD 
COMMENTS ON SOME MATTERS ARE MADE BELOW 

J. IT SEEMS THAT IN RESPECT OF THE LEPROSY HOSPITAL AT 
EAST ARM - THERE ARE TWO SEPARATE ISSUES WHICH SHOULD BE 

IF IT IS AN INSTITUTIOtl, BUT IF OiNER LEGISLATION 
PREVENTS IT FROM RECEIVING ACCOMMODATION CHARGES 
FROM ITS INMATES, WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WITH THE 
INSTITUTIONAL PORTION OF THE PENSION? 

PENSIONER INMATES SHOULD RECEIVE THE PERSONAL COMPONENT ONLY 
WHILST THE BALANCE SHOULD BE PASSED TO THE INSTITUTIOfil FOR 
MAINTENANCE ....... PURPOSES. THIS SHOULD APPLY TO ALL INMATES 
EQUALLY. IT HAS BEEN APPLIED IN THE CASE OF ABORIGINALS AND 
IT WOULD SEEM REASONABLE TO CONTINUE THIS AND TO PLACE THE SAME 
CHARGE ALSO ON NON-ABORIGINAL INMATES. WE CAN a.. SEE NO 
GROUNDS WHATSOEVER FOR THE._. ARGUMENT IN FAVOUR OF DISCRIMINATION 
BETWEEN THE TWO GOUPS ADVANCED BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF SOCIAL 
SERVICES THAT THE NON-ABORIGINAL SECTOR POSSIBLY HAS RESPONSIBILITIES 
TO MAINTAIN DEPENDANTS OUTSIDE TRE HOSPITAL. 

5. IF IT IS AGREED THAT IT IS AN INSTITUTION IT MIGHT BE POSSIBILE 
TO ARGUE THAT THE FREE MAINTENANCE IS CAPABLE OF BEING REPRESENTED 
BY A MONEY VALUE AND THAT THIS COULD BE REGARDED AS INCOME TO THE 
INMATE. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT TREASURY HAD THIS IN MIND WHEN PARA-
GRAPH 4 OF THEIR MEMORANDUM OF 28TH SEPTEMBER WAS WRITTEN. THE 
MEANING OF THAT PARAGRAPH IS NOT QUITE CLEAR TO OFFICERS OF THE 
WELFARE BRANCH. IF THIS IS SUCCESSFULLY ARGUED THEN OBVIOUSLY 
THE PENSIONS OF INMATES WOULD HAYE TO BE REDUCED ALL ON THE SAME 
BASIS AND PAQNllkY A 111 RECTI ~ WGIILII IIA U! '6 EC IIHIIH •t± iLillE 
$•ME BISI$ AND PROBABLY A DIRECTIVE WOULD HAVE TO BE GIVEN BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO THE EFFECT THAT ALL OF THE 
REMAINING PENSION WOULD BE REGARDED AS-PERSONAL COMPONENT. (AT 
THIS STAGE IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THIS ADMINISTRATION TO KNOW 
WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN AS A LOT WOULD DEPEND ON THE AMOUNT WHICH THE 
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2. THE DIRECTOR SOCIAL WELFARE RETURNS TO DUTY ON MONDA, 
8TH FEBRUARY AND FULL COMMENT ON MATTERS RAISED IN YOUR 
MEMORANDUM Will BE SENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER HIS 
RETURN. I TRUST THAT THIS i/t/J++ Will BE EARLY ENOUGH 
TO ENABLE YOU TO HAVE MEETING WITH SOCIAL SERVICES. BROAD 
COMMENTS ON SOME MATTERS ARE MADE BELOW 

J. IT SEEMS THAT IN RESPECT OF THE LEPROSY HOSPITAL AT 
EAST ARM - THERE ARE TWO SEPARATE ISSUES WHICH SHOULD BE 

PENSIONER 

IF IT IS AN INST ITUTION, BUT IF OTHER LEG ISLATION 
PREVENTS IT FROM RECEIVING ACCOMMODATION CHARGES 
FROM ITS INMATES, WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WITH THE 
INSTITUTIONAL PORTION OF THE PENSION? 

WHILST THE BALANCE SHOULD BE PASSED TO THE INSTITUTION FOR 
MAINTENANCE..,._ PURPOSES. THIS SHOULD APPLY TO ALL INMATES 
EQUALLY. IT HAS BEEN APPLIED IN THE CASE OF ABORIGINALS AND 
IT WOULD SEEM REASONABLE TO CONTINUE THIS AND TO PLACE THE SAME 
CHARGE ALSO ON NON-ABORIGINAL INMATES. WE CAN a.+ SEE NO 
GROUNDS WHATSOEVER FOR THE .. ARGUMENT IN FAVOUR OF DISCRIMINATION 
BETWEEN THE TWO GOUPS ADVANCED BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF SOCIAL 
SERVICES THAT THE NON-ABORIGINAL SECTOR POSSIBLY HAS RESPONSIBILITIES 
TO MAINTAIN DEPENDANTS OUTSIDE THE HOSPITAL. 

5. IF IT IS AGREED THAT IT IS AN INSTITUTION IT HIGHT BE POSSIBILE 
TO ARGUE THAT THE FREE MAINTENANCE IS CAPABLE OF BEING REPRESENTED 
BY A MONEY VALUE AND THAT THIS COULD BE REGARDED AS INCOME TO THE 
INMATE. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT TREASURY HAD THIS IN MIND WHEN PARA
GRAPH 4 OF THEIR MEMORANDUM OF 28TH SEPTEMBER WAS WRITTEN. THE 
MEANING OF THAT PARAGRAPH IS NOT QUITE CLEAR TO OFFICERS OF THE 
WELFARE BRANCH. IF THIS IS SUCCESSFULLY ARGUED THEN OBVIOUSLY 
THE PENSIONS OF INMATES WOULD HAVE TO BE REDUCED ALL ON THE SAME 
BASIS AND PAeBfJikY t 81AEC'f1V-E WOULII llil.,! fC Ill IIWIH Ali. W:,IltC 

S ♦HE POSIS AND PROBABLY A DIRECTIVE WOULD HAVE TO BE GIVEN BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO THE EFFECT THAT ALL OF THE 
REMAINING PENSION WOULD BE REGARDED AS-PERSONAL COMPONENT. (AT 
THIS STAGE IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THIS ADMINISTRATION TO KNOW 
WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN AS A LOT WOULD DEPEND ON THE AMOUNT WHICH THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ASSESSES THE PATIENTS M 
AS AGAINST PATIENTS. MEDICAL TREATMENT.) 

• 
6. IF THE FREE MAINTENANCE AT THE HOSPITAL lt° TO BE DISREGARDED ,_11 
IN ASSESSING THE AMOUNT OF PENSION PAYABLE TO EACH PENSIONER, A IPt
DECISION MUST THEN BE HADE AS TO THE WAY IN WHICH THE INSTITUTIONAL 
COMPONENT MAY BE APPLIED FOR 1-

i (A) UNDER THE SOCIAL SERVICES ACT THE HOSPITAL WOULD BE 
f ENTITLED TO THE MONEY, BUT 

// (B) UNDER A NORTHERN TERRITORY ORDINANCE THEY MAY NOT CHARGE 
IT. IF THERE IS SOME WAY AROUND THIS IMPASSE AND IN FAVOUR OF 
THE DEPARTME.,.- OF HEALTH USING THE MONEY FOR OTHER THAN MAINTENANCE 
OR HOSPITAL TREATMENT, THIS ADMINISTRATION WOULD STRONGLY SUPPORT 
ANY MOVE TO TRANSFER PENSIONERS MONEY FROM REVENUE TO A TRUST FUND 
TO BE USED FOR PRIVATE AMENITIES TO ALL PATIENTS. IT IS ARGUED 
HERE THAT IT CANNOT GO INTO REVENUE AS INDIVIDUALLY THE PATIENTS 
ARE ENTITLED TO THE PENSION, WHILST GENERALLY THE COMMONWEALTH 
THROUGH THE HOSPITAL HAS NO RIGHT TO CHARGE THEM MAINTENANCE 
OR, IT WOULD APPEAR, TO DEDUCT ANYTHING FROM THEIR PENSIONS SIMPLY 
BECAUSE THEY ARE IN AN INFECTIOUS DISEASES HOSPITAL. IF IT IS 
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BETWEEN THE TWO GOUPS ADVANCED BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF SOCIAL 
SERVICES THAT THE NON-ABORIGINAL SECTOR POSSIBLY HAS RESPONSIBILITIES 
TO MAINTAIN DEPENDANTS OUTSIDE THE HOSPITAL. 

5. IF IT IS AGREED THAT IT IS AN INSTITUTION IT HIGHT BE POSSIBILE 
TO ARGUE THAT THE FREE MAINTENANCE IS CAPABLE OF BEING REPRESENTED 
BY A MONEY VALUE AND THAT THIS COULD BE REGARDED AS INCOME TO THE 
INMATE. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT TREASURY HAD THIS IN MIND WHEN PARA-

GRAPH 4 OF THEI ~ MEMORANDUM OF 28TH SEPTEMBER WAS WRITTEN. THE 
MEANING OF THAT PARAGRAPH IS NOT QUITE CLEAR TO OFFICERS OF THE 
WELFARE BRANCH. IF THIS IS SUCCESSFULLY ARGUED THEN OBVIOUSLY 
THE PENSIONS OF INMATES WOULD HAYE TO BE REDUCED ALL ON THE SAME 
BASIS ANll PAOHBI.Y A IIAECfl\tE WOUlll ll'111 H IC AIIUIH M:L IMLntf 
StNE 8191S AND PROBABLY A DIRECTIVE WOULD HAVE TO BE GIVEN BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO THE EFFECT THAT All OF THE 
REMAINING PENSION WOULD BE REGARDED AS~PERSONAL COMPONENT. (AT 
THIS STAGE IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THIS ADMINISTRATION TO KNOW 
WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN AS A LOT WOULD DEPEND ON THE AMOUNT WHICH THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ASSESSES THE PATIENTS M ANCE TO BE WORTH 
AS AGAINST PATIENTS. MEDICAL TREATMENT.) 

I 

6. IF THE FREE MAINTENANCE AT THE HOSPITAL lh O BE DISREGARDED ,_11 
IN ASSESSING THE AMOUNT OF PENSION PAYABLE TO EACH PENSIONER, A~ 

DECISION HUST THEN BE MADE AS TO THE WAY IN WHICH THE INSTITUTIONAL 
COMPONENT MAY BE APPLIED FOR 1-

(A) UNDER THE SOCIAL SERVICES ACT THE HOSPITAL WOULD BE 
ENTITLED TO THE MONEY, BUT 

(B) UNDER A NORTHERN TERRITORY ORDINANCE THEY MAY NOT CHARQE 
IT. IF THERE IS SOME WAY AROUND THIS t•ASSE AND IN FAVOUR Of 
THE DEPARTHE.,.- OF HEALTH USING THE MONEY FOR OTHER TIIAN MAINTENANCE 
OR HOSPITAL TREATMENT, THIS ADMINISTRATION WULD STRONGLY SUPPORT 
ANY MOVE TO TRANSFER PENSIONERS' MONEY FROM REVENUE TO A TRUST FUND 
TO BE USED FOR PRIVATE AMENITIES TO ALL PATIENTS. IT IS ARGUED 
HERE THAT IT CANNOT GO INTO REVENUE AS INDIVIDUALLY THE PATIENTS 
ARE ENTITLED TO THE PENSION, WHILST GENERALLY THE COMMONWEALTH 
THROUGH THE HOSPITAL HAS NO RIGHT TO CHARGE THEM MAINTENANCE 
OR, IT WOULD APPEAR, TO DEDUCT ANYTHING FROM THEIR PENSIONS SIMPLY 
BECAUSE THEY ARE IN AN INFECTIOUS DISEASES HOSPITAL. IF IT IS 
AGREED THAT DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH MAY ETHICALLY AND LEGALLY HAVE 
IINTROL OF THIS PORTION OF PENSION MONEY THROUG~ XXX A TRUST ACCOUNT 
IT IS THE OPINION OF THE DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND HIS OFFICERS 
THAT AS A FIRST ITEM OF EXPENDITURE ON AMENITIES THE PROVISION OF 
A SWIMMING POOL AT EAST ARM FOR THE PATIENTS WOULD BE AN EXCELLENT 
IDEA. 

7. PERHAPS A FINAL COMMENT IS NECESSARY ON THIS ISSUE. IT WOULD 
BE A VERY UNPLEASANT ACT OF DISCRIMINATION IF PATIENTS WHO HAD NOT 
CONTRIBUTED TO THE PROVISION OF THE SWIMMING POOL WERE PREVENTED FROM 
USING IT. IT IS EQUALLY UNACCEPTABLE TO ALLOW A DISCRIMINATORY 
SITUATION TO EXIST WHERE NON-ABORIGINAL lftot- PENSIONERS RECEIVE 
A GREATER PERSONAL PAYMENT FROM THEIR PENSION THAN ABORIGINAL 
PENSIONERsel AND WHATEVER OTHElfRINCIPLES EMERGE IN THIS, THIS APPEMIS 
TO BE FUNDAMENTAL~ PRINCIPLE THAT ALL PENSIONER INMATES MUST 
BE EQUALLY TREATED IN RESPECT OF THE AMOUNT THEY RECEIVE AS 
PERSONAL PENSION COMPONENT , 

ADMIN FILE 62/2239 
ENDS HT 

National Archives of Australia 
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63/3602 

The Seoretar;y, 
Department of the Treasury, 
CANBERR. A.O.T. (attention r. Hamilton) 

IBV LID FEN~IORP FOR PAtIENT AT EAST AI?4 LEP.R HOSPITAL 
AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS UNDER CONTROL OF THE DEP ImfENT OF HEALTH. 

I refer to the conference hela on 19th Febru ey, 1965 
(your ref. s.L. 64/2586) when the matter of the payment or 
invalid peneione to patients ut the E s-t Arm Leper Hoepit 1 
wae dioouaaed. 

2. I recall th tat the time there wM an are ot 
difference between the antwn of penaiona pai to Aboriginal 
patients s comp red with the tot l payment of pension to 
other inmates of t he Leper Hospital. 

) . Aleo mentioned was the ueo of monoy in exceae of 
the personal oom onent paid to Aborigines - the Dep rt■ent 
of Health had pplied for this to be used for the oonetruotion 
ot a owimming pool which was believed to h ve therapeutic value. 

4. Could you please let me lmo what decisions have 
been reached? 

National Archives of Australia 

(G. arwick Smith) 
S ecret..:c 
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TCL.t::PMONt' 7 0 413 

COMMONWEALTH TREASURY, 

CANBERRA, A.C.T . 

S.L. 64'/25t36 
Rf:f'CRf;NCE N O . ••••••••••-••-- . •••.• 

30th December, 1965. 

!he Direotor-General, 
Deportment of Realth, 
OAJIBERRA. A.O.T. 

I refer to your memorandum JJ'o. 756/11/1 ot 
2n4 Seppember, 1964 end to subsequent joint d'souse1~ne 
with the Departments of Territories and Social Service~. 

2. From these dieouseions it appee.re&• 

(1) that any arrange.~ent made 1111.UJt not be 
dieorlminatory against abox,ginale exoept 
insofar as en abor i ginal pensioner ,aq 
not be onpable of handling money; 

(ii) if proper control ie to be exeroleed witbill 
t he Leproearium t hen inmEl.tes oan only be 
given li.J:dte4 eUIIU'I while thE>y remain 
patients; ari4 

(iii} under the ter.11e of th@ llorthern 
Terrl tor i ee a o~pl tale and Medical. 
Services Ordinance persona a~t£erL,ig 
!1-om Leprooy are provi ded with !ree 
hospit alisati on and treat?llent. 

). Then eecme to be no immediate proepeot o! 8'!l"T 
progress \'fi th tho propooal tbo.t t he teproea.riwn migh t be 
declared o enevolent lnatitution ! or t l a pur pou~B or the 
Soc i al Seni oes Act. 

4. Turl'ling to your apecif io p:.:opoeal tha·t certain 
balenoea o! ir>.matee' i nvalid J>ensi ono be used to provide a 
SWimm.ing pool ~nd similar aoeni tlaa oli t ba 1ttpro1H1du,.'l we 
wou.ld consider thut, 1f i t iu £1J,i;r eed ~hat pbns1on~ OtlllllOt 
be applied to the direot mainterui.noe of the pensioner while 
an 1nmat•• then it followe that ihe !unda 1n question onnnot 
be applied for leae direot benefits or the ki.~d propoGod. 

5. It would seem to ue: trat i naotu ..= you.r d~pnr i.·:vmt 
considers that part of t he pension due t o nn ir,.mato ough.; t o 

2 •• 
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..... 

2. 

be withheld than the amount oo withheld should be plaoed in 
--trust (possibly under the control or the Direotor of nfolfare) 
~or the benefit of the aboriginal patient or b,S depe;ndr.m+,~ 
in a manner to be approved by the Director of elfare. 

The Secretary, 
Depart ment of Territories, 
CANBERRA. A. C. T. 

(L. B. HAMILTOR') 
~irst Assistant Secretary 

Referred for information (Ref. 

( • • l' r I,~C n 
~irst Assistant Secretary 
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Natit ., 

FHM/:IE 

63/3602 

Bis Honour the Administrator 
of the lforthem Territory, 

DARWIN. N.T. 

SOCIAL SERVICE BffiEFITS FOR ABORIGmEs. 

Talko were bad in Conborra on 1st Karch 1967 
at the requeet of the Aseiotnnt Director Genorol (Policy) snd 
tbe Regional Diraotor ( South Auatrnlla ) of the Department of 
Sooial Services on the matter ot sooinl sorvice benefits bein« 
paid direct to Aboriginal penoionero. 

2. The Regional Director outlined the present 
position in the Northem Torritol'J'. 

(a) 

(b) 

(o) 

Pastora1 Pro~erties. The number of 
propertlaa were the pocket money/ 
maintenance pro~ortion was being 
paid had beon reduced from approx
imately 100 to about 60. It wne 
intended to increnee progressively 
the paymmt of individual p~nsions 
and it was hcped th&t all JJe11.e1ouere 
on pastoral properties would be 
receiving individunl pension!, wttbin 
two years. 

lfieeiona. Pensioners are paid direct 
on all llliesiona except Dathurst Island. 
Tbe lliellop of Darwin waA quoted as 
eaying that he wee unable to accept 
individual payments for Bathurst Islanders 
until the eyet• wne also operating at 
Snake Ba.y. 

East An L8ller Ho;ttal. All entitlements 
are paid direot. 7 wae mentioned that 
there ie an amount of $64000 in trust which 
accumulated during the period that the 
Department of Health controlled pension 
matters and that this bad been passed to 
the Director ot Social Welfare tor 
distribution. 

rchives of Australia NAA: A 1734 Nl 1969/96C 
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(d) Settlements. The pocket mone7/llaintenanoe 
s7etem was still being followed. The 
Regional Director wished to change to 
direct individual pa~ants as trom the 
beginning ot the 1967/68 financial year. 

3. The Regiona l Director enid that tor full 
pensior.ere in oattgoriea (a) to (o) be understood that the 
managements charged the pensioners for their 111aintenanoe and 
aooommod.ation or f acilities were available for them to 
~obaae their requirements. 1/Je felt that eettlement pensioners 
(d} should be treated 1D the same manner. He said ha realized, 
ot oouree, that where obangee were made there might be ditf
ioultiee 1D regard to oost1.ng. We can see no objection to 
pensioners receiving their benefits individually - in fact 
there l'lould be advantagee if the costing dif'fioul ties can be 
overcome. 

4. The above is forwarded for your information. 
We would be glad to know the deciaion reached after diaoussions 
between t he Regional Director and the Director of Sooial Welfare 
later t his month. 

5. The Regional Director e.leo said that Roper River 
Mission bad oeaeed colleoting child endoWl!lent a t the institutional 
rate of t1 .50 per chile. and waai!IoiiJ:ns payment dJreot to the 
mot hen at the normal rates of .50 for fint ohildJ 81 for the 
second and 11.50 f or the third Blld eub3equent children. He also 
aaid that Bemanneburg proposed to ai,opt thin e7etem. 

6. It is of oourae, proper that the mothers should 
ha.Te the handling of ~bild endon111t but it raises the question 
of the effect this ohange will have on mission finances. Where 
children on miaeiona have bee.n cared for on an "1natitut1oual" 
basis ~t has been customary to pe1 the m1as1on en additional 
aubai~ to cover the actual cost of maintenance of those children. 
Wbat will be the e:f'fect on miReion budgets where mothers collect 
child endowment for their children? 

National Archives of Australia 

~L,~ 
( G. f.arwick Sm1 th) 
Se Orr ~ t a T Y• 
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CANBERRA. A.C.7. 

_.,., ~":.::-.;;7,~'J' 
~~•c---SU::CJ, 

2600 

· 2 S£? 967, 
:Je ... ::..·.: _g;.t of v ·10 

• " '7 ·-· \_,. - . 

·10--·i i.ie.: :e.~ie_:_: 

·:.::)'U' ?.cf ·,,<o ·~2 3.L. 54./2585 / 

!1.3 ~rot'.. 3.~8 :. .. 2.r~, ·_;;....,,--;;:_s:.uS 0~ v:.--_e :WG ~C3c...r:.J..Jl 
~-t .. va :..,::e .. 1 e_--:::_v:_c:. -cc ::c.1..- .. :.ve- :. .... :va:i,i )~nsicns s~::..ce Oc'"Cove~, 
J 9 -1. __ ...:.o:ct::.o.:- ci -::.___:_w _n-,..i.:s.:_c .. __ ;a.ya·u1e to s.·Jor.:..f-_;i!lc...l 
_:_;u.1:..c._::s , .. a~ ·o~ .sv : .. e ~ . .:.c:, ,'f_•:.. tl.::e:..d. _:'or co1:.-,--.r:.b:..-:tio_1. ~o 
::.e ::,L-:.:..exl;s · __ z..i •• tc~.-..::.c"' a"; t:~a :10s_;,.:.. t;al a:.1d, U..J .;.!1-;:;i l 
. ..,...,_ ..,...,_~ c::.~, 1;;, ~-, ·~1 __ i-..:..2 ~ ... to Consol~a2.ted ~e-7e::~e . _;o 
_.:.. J.i:.c...r C.. ..,~act:. Jr_ .' ...... S J:~:-.-::..... =~o:i 1e:,---~si ons p:? .. ~' a'".jle -:o :!~o-

2. 

c:: • ., . 
On 

,..u.estio •. , 
1:.y t:,i_. :Jc,:)a:c:::-..ent to T:re:.sx..:J 
~::e.:;. i:. .. -;:J advised i!'l :Jace .. ~Jer, 

11 ). :t ·.,70:..2.:. sev. to .. to 1.1 __ .:..\, i:sof....,::- i: .. :3 ~'Ou:i:" 

:;J._ a:c" n:::nt ')_ .. s:..C.~r'$ ti12.--:; ;ar~ of tr:c ~e-1sior: 
::.J.."' -;;o 3.._ ii::z.tt; ou..:;:t..:: ,;o Je \'::. tl'J:6ld -::~e:r:. -;;ne 
a . .10 ~1".; so ·1:.. c_1.., :ld. sho'C.:'..d 0e -::.2.ced in -;;::-ust 
Coa'°.:."..)::._.f .... ".6.~~ ·:.1e CC-iu:'.'Ol of .;r.~. D::.:rectcr of 
1:elfa2.'10) :or u,..8 ·uc ... e::'i t a£' t'.-_,.:; o..to::i~i!lal 
:;i~.ti,L-: 02.· ' · e ·.1:a.c -cs .i~-.,, i;.. .i:2.::1.....s::r to oe 
cp...J:::O..,i ..;d bJ -c:_o ~.:i.1:ec~or v~ 1:~1.:\;1.:.1 e . 11 

3. --: a:--:o--..-C "'CG~<..<. ..... :_:_ ,.i.v 67,359, ~e)::BSC-.1,t.:__"'"v ;;:t_e 
11 ~Lcce.:~._:ce 11 

·- or-:io~ .::;.f ~ cc1s.::.ons _pay ... o:.e to o."..ior:.."':'..:::J.<.:..l 
.1.t::.e 1-c-:J, \1:_ -:~: ...... .:;.:. .. : .. .E~r:.::- 0c ...... -\,~ .. ~Y..:, 1964 1:.. ...... .:. ~o~c. :p ...... :...d i..1~0 

.. r d~ v ~ LLl~._ Jc .. :.:::,; 1~ru.:.~ .... c.1.i-~Js. c_ =ecei.?"'G of 'i;l:e ~re3.3t.try 
"'"' "'i ... , ~.-e~o take·..._ to ost· .. b:.i~:#1 t.:"'.. 1Tu ... t l?tm~ ~i.nder t·~e 

... ~ -:~·o_-=--.... -- ~-... ,= J:_r-~-::cr.., ~.:;~12.:--·e:__:2..::-a :Je,~t.:~~le!'".1.t, ... ortl·~2r .. 

.:'e--j~i 01.·, i~ ·::u .. ~, ~:::·~~tion _r.,d r:1c::-h:YZ r..,ccu..~'12.ateC: .:..n r.~o . :: .-:. 
, ' th.! --~ ·,,"'!"" ~""- ··--·- .,. ... • ..t:> l 1,...~- +- -h -r~--. ~,,.,;,t~ - a.:..- . ..,..,.. 0., -~· J..18p.c.~-·--~··" ,c;J.c: --c. . .1.•.i.e .. ~1,. uO "C ,n,J.Ic:...-~ ..JCp r,;:ie.,., , 
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... • -2 .... n _-.;_c... tic o:."' ~ .a .. o~~ys ... aid. vo 2.ev ...i..e ~::ioi~ to 
.... e_ te .__".;._!', 1 S~- : ... ;;.,.,, -"".C1.iov -~, ,.'1.:;t tl,..• ..,...., se-c--:1.:.0. .. ~: __ s ::}e, ...... ::t-

• o.,.,c--i c· "li·1 c ~~ r-"r ..: .. -.;-, ,•-1- 1 •,,.. "!"\ ... -.. ,....,"VI~ 1:>- • r.l •• ,--· -· r:,.~1 
..... L,; ... -.:,_ t.. ... o .;1,c;.v, ---- __ "le ,_i,,.,.tl "t .. _t:! .i.._~.._.,._.v .... v c;.,..Q.VlCc;, _ ...... ..LV-\,£.a.i..l.!. 

e ... :_ t:_.2: .. ~e=-·~,:;;: .::~01.A:~ "Le 8.$Scsse~ a_1d ...:1a=.d. 'to c:1e :Ji:-ec'tor of 
...,o:::::.. =- . ·~::..fc7..:Ce fc~ al:'...ocation on ..,eh,,li' c:Z: t:1c abc~~-b::._1es con 
cer .. cC.. -·~:::: _,.la-::e rccor,:ls .-re ~.Lel~ i.! tl'.1e :,c,.: ... ' , 1i:i Cff~ce o~ t·1is 
:Oe; a:ct 1e_,..""'; tv C:" tcz- l~ ... Lc C\o.i.ch _)ei·t,on' s \:! ... 1ti.J~:e.:1eni; . 

J. I.. all, 111 , ~92 ;a.., creel:. tee. tc 3.ev 0:ue a. '..ITL:1.:, --;b.e 
"'G.:::..c J.;"Got~~·, ~9~1 tc ScJ:;ClJwr, i9':!:- . :Z-ou:c 9..._,.:cee.ne!lt i: ... 

•.,_ ~_,::_=-:!..2 .,_J sol-. .:;h~ -:;o -';;'-!e _,aJ:.___nt of '.;l:is u .. w 'n-c ;;o t:'le 
::::,:_..,•cct :' of .. \,ll:;.:c& :or c.lloc3..:io~: on behalf of "t~Le _~ei'sons 
::. "lV-, 1-rs::d. 
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The D1Nctor-Gonaro.11 
Department of Bealtb1 
CANBERRA, A,c.T. 2600 

SL. 0+/2;86 

20 September 1967 

I reter to your memorandum of 12 September 1967. 

2. Tba Treasur1 hos no record of the establishment 
of a "Trust Fund11 , as referred to 1n paragraEh 3 ot 
your memorandUCll 1nto vh.1cb the eJllount or 67,359 wd 
later amounts w tbheld f rom pensions bavo been paid. 
Possibly tho action tbo.t bas occurred is the opening or 
individual bank acoountain the name ot the Director of 
Social \feli'o.re, Northern Territory Mministration, as 
trustee for eacb or the aboriginal pensioners concerned. 

3. • aro seeking information r-rom the Department 
ot Territories or tho noture of the arrongements that 
bave been made @ii abllll write to you again aa enrl.y as 
poasiblo . 

~. A copy ot tbe correspondence is being sont to 
the Department ot Social Services tor 1ni'orr:uit1on. 

( D. STEELS CRAilt) 
First Assistant Secretary 

The Director-General, 
Department of Social Services, 
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2601. 

Forwarded for your information. 

(D. STEELE CRAIK) 
First Assistant Secret ary 

20 September 1967 

' 
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TELEPHONE 63 9 l I I 

The Secretary, 
Department of Territories , 
CANBERRA, A.C . T. 2600 

&?/~~o:t 1~'~ 7 C r,10 7 ~9/_., 
The Treasu ry, · 

Canberra, A.C.T. 2600 

REFEllENC£NO. SL . 61+/2586 

20 September 1967 

Social Service Pensions for Aboriginal Patients 
in East Arm Leprosy Hospital

2 
Darwin. 

Your reference 63/360 

Attached is a copy of a memorandum dated 
12 September 1967 from the Department of Health and 
a copy of the Treasury' s reply. 

Early advice would be appreciated on the matter 
referred to in paragraph 2 of our memorandum to the 
Department of Health. If bank accounts of the nature 
referred to have been opened, information would be 
appreciated of the relevant legislative ~rovisions 
governing the establishment and control of such bank 
accounts . 

Encl. 

National Archives of Australia 

) 
F ssistant Secretary 

P . . 2 2 SEP 

ff;_!!_; 
u~1 
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FHM: PDB 

63/3602 

His Honour the Administrator 
of the Northern Territory1 DAR~IN, N.T. ,790. 

2601 
- 5 0 Ci 1967 

INVALID PENSIONS PAYABLE TO ABORIOIHAL PATIENTS - EAST ARM 
LEPROSY HOSPITftL. 

The Department of Health informed Treasury 
on 12th September, 1967, that up to September, 1964 a 
portion of the invalid pension payable to Abor1g1~ patients 
was withheld for contribution to the patients' maintenance 
and paid int o consolidated revenue . No similar deduction 
was made from the pensions or other patients. 

2. Treasury advised the Department ot Health 
in December, 1965: 

"It would seem to us thot insofar as your 
Department considers that part of the 
pension due to an inmate ought to be 
withheld then the wnount SG withheld 
should be placed in trust (possibly 
under the control of the Director ot 
Welfare) for the benefit of tha 
Aboriginal patient or his dependant§ 
in a mDMer to be apr,roved by the 
Director of Welfare.' 

3. fin runount totalling '67!359, representing the 
"maintenance" portion of pensions payab e to Aboriginal 
patients, withheld after September, 196~, had been paid into 
Trust Fund Other Trust Moneys. On receipt of the Treasury 
advice steps ver~ taken by the Department of Healtb to establisb 
a Trust Fund under the control of the Director r:lf Social Wel1'are 
and moneys accumulated in T.F.O.T.M. by the Department of 
Health were transferred to the Wel1'are Dranch. 

~. The ~U~~t1on of the moneys pnid to Revenue 
prior to September, 196~, remains to be settled. The 
DepartmGnt of Health considers that, in line with the Treasury 
advice, individual entitlements should be assessed end paid to 
the Director of Social ~:elfare for sllocation on behal.f or the 
Aborigines concerined. Adequate records are held in the Darwin 
Office of the Department of Health to determ1ne each person's 
entitlement. 
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2. 

, . In all $111 792 was credited to Revenue 
during the period Octoi>er,• 1961, to September, 1961+. The 
Department of Health sought Treasury's agreement 1n principle 
to the payment of this amount to the Director of Social 
~elf are for allocation on ■half' of the persons involved. 

6. Treasury informed the Department of Health 
that it has no record of a "Trust Fund11 as referred to 1n 
paragraph 3, into which the amount of $67,359 and later 
a.mounts withheld from persons have been paid. Treasury 
thought it was possible that the action that has occurred 
1s the opening of individual bank accounts in the na111e of 
of Director of Social Welfare as trustee for each of the 
Aboriginal pensioners concerned. 

7. Treasury bes referred the matter to the 
Department and asked for early advice on the 1:1atter 
referred to in paragraph 6 above . Treasury continued: 

"If' benk accounts of the nature refe?red 
to have been opened, information would 
be appreciated of the relev nt legislative 
provisions governing the establishment 
and control or such bank accounts" . 

8 . Would you please advise the procedures involved 
in regard to the bank accounts opened for Aboriginal patients 
at East Arm so that Treasury can be informed! 

National Arcr Vf>,S of Australia 

(G.~1ck Smith) 
Secret a r 1• 

~ 
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67/3232 

The Secretary , 
Department of Territories , 
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 

ADMINISTRATOR, 
DARWIN, N.T. 

l. Ll O [ T 196? 

INVALID PENSIONS PAYABLE TO .ABORIGINAL PATIENTS 
- EASTAl{tf"tRQsy HOSPITAL 

(Your reference 63/3602°of 5th Ooto~er, 1967) 
fr:/•~ tfo I 

4hen the pro;osaJ. to transfer these credits 
to the Director of Welfare was first raised by the 
Department of Health it was the intention of the Director 
of Welfare to establish Commonwealth Savings Bank accounts 
for each of the pensioners concerned . Because ther e are 
no legislative provisions enabling the Director of Welfare 
to control moneys on behalf of Aboriginals trustee accounts 
were not envisaged. 

-€-.. Since the credits have been passed to the Director 
o~ Welfare certain practical problems have arisen in regard 
to the operation of Commonwealth Savings Bank accounts ~nd 
it has therefore been decided to disburs e the money dir ect 
to the pensioners concerned. In doing this, however , the 
cheques are being passed care of the respective responsible 
superintendents on settlements and mission stations and 
managers on pastoral properties with the request that 
wherever possible they encourage the pensioners concerned 
to open Savings Bank accounts or alterna3'tvely to assist 
the Aboriginals to spend their money wiseTy. 

~ 
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TE:LEPHON& 63 9 1 I I 

The Secretary , 
Department of Territories , 
CANBERRA , A. C.T. 2600 

( ~ /-:) b 6 '- ~~~ 
l o O'-.. I~ ®I/',.. 

The Treasury, / / t ($1 
Canberra, A.C.T. 26oo 

llEPERENCE NO. SL. 64/ 2586 

Social Service Pensions for Aboriginal 
Patients in East Arm Leprosy Hospital , Darwin 

Your reference 63/3602 

Treasury memorandum S164/2586 of 20 September 
1967 sought ini'ormation of the accounting arrangements 
made by the Northern Territory Admini stration in respect 
of certain amounts of money withheld from pensions for 
aborigi nal patients at the East Arm Leprosy Hospi tal . 

Your early advice would be apnreciated . 

-----

National Archives of Australia 

CHA~ 
ssistant Secr etary 
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FHM: PDB 

63/3602 

The Secretary, 
The 'Ireasury 
CANBCRRA, l.c.T. 2600. 

2601 

ItfVAI.lD PEH8JONS PJIYJ\BLE TO ABOJHGINAL PATIENTS - F.J\ST /1RM 

LEP'i R HCSP!?AL . 

Ymir SL. 64-/2586 of 2oth September 1967, 
wos r eferred to the Aduinistrator of the Northern Territory 
who has advi.sed -

"Wt on thA P"'Oposl!l t o tronsfer tl eso crodits to 
t he l>iractor of \-lelfore was fi.,.~t raised by the 
Dopnrtrnant of Health it won the intention of tho 
Director of Uelfare to estqblish Cor.imonweelth 
s ~v1ngs Bnrik account ~ for oach or tbe penGioners concerned. 
Because there are no lcc1slativa provisions ennbli1ic 
the Director of Weli'are to coutrol moneys on behalf of 
Aboriginalt trustee accounts were not envisaged. 

Since the credits bove been pas~ed to the Director 
nn Welfare certnin pr actical probloms huve aricon 1n 
ragard to the operati on of Comonwealtb Savings Bank 
accounts end it has therefore been decided to disburse 
tha monoy diract to t he pensioners concornod. In 
doing t his, hovever, the cheques are bail'l& pnssed care 
~r the rcspoctive responsib1e superintemlent11 on · 
settleiwnts onti mission sta tions and managar!. on pastoral 
properties with t hA request that vherever po&siblo they 
enco\l-rage t he pen!.ionors concerned to opon St:!vings 
nan1c nccounts or alternatively to assist the Aboriginals 
to spend their money wisely." 

ational Archives of Australia 

~ .--, ·:.or.:,· 

(q__ ~ 
,,(C.E . Reseigh) 
'!'or Secretary. 

NAA A 1734 NT1969/960 



Page 22

TELEPHONE 63 9 I 11 

The Director-General , 
Depart ment of liealth, 
CAN.J hU. , A. C. T . 2600 

The Treasury, 

Canberra, A.C.T. 26oo 

Rl!FER&'<C£ NO. 61+/2566 

22 ~ecember 1967 

Eest Ar m r.eprosy L s~ital - Invalid 
fension pay,ble to Abori%nfl P~tients 

Your reference 7 I /1 

rteference is made t o your memorandum of 12 
September 1967, anu our interim reply of 20 September. 

2. Att~ched is a copy of a momoran um dated 23 
uovember 1967 that we have received from the ... Gp rtment or 
Territori ws. ~e infer froill the DepartmLnt ' s aavice that if 
the withheld amounts of pension totalling $1 11,792 were now 
to be _aid to the Northern Territory Administration, the 
Director of i:elfarc would disburse them to the individual 
pensioners concorned, or to their nominees, or to the 
est:tes of aec1;;1ased i:,ensioncrs. It would presumrbly be the 
irector of Wel~are 's 1rero0 ative to aetermine the appropriate 

course in any particular case . ,e would imagine, however, 
that the Director of ~olfare mi ght find it useful to discuss 
the manner of disbursements ~ith the vepartment of uoci al 
uorvices. 

3. Criven th ... t the Depart ment of .dealth had the necessary 
authority t o arran,e for the payment of p~nsions through the 
mediur.u of the uirector of \,elfare, and subject to any views 
th .. t the uepartment of oocial Services may wish to advance to 
you or the Treasury or to the vepartment of Terri tori s c.n 
the general proposition, we have no objection in .rinci.1Jle to 
r nefund of Revenue of 111,792 being made by your ~ep?rtment 
for payment to the 1lorthern Territory Administra tion i'or creuit 
of l'rust ~und - Other Trust Loneys and eventual disbursement 
to or in respect of individu/11 pensioners . 

4. If the situ tion is that your uepartment has no 
authority to 1-aY the sum of 111,792 to the northern Territory 
Admi1istr ~tion, the 4lternative would $eem to be to return the 
amount to the Dep~rtment of doci dl Jervic~s for credit of Trust 
Fune. - Ot her Trust I.oneys. It would t hen be a matter for the 
Department of uOcial oervices to arran;e for payments to or in 
respect of the 1n~1vidual pensioners concerned - either through 
the Director of \Velfare or otherwise. 
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I . 

C;/¼$.?f;) 
5. \t.hen your .IJep-..rtm,nt requires the sWJ1 of 111,7'/t:!. , 

p l i catio~ shoul~ be mado to the Treasury fo~ th~ neoe~sary 
~arrant authority. 

6. ~e a.re sending co1 L is of thi s memorandum to the 
.JE., .:>rtrnc..nts of Torri tori .. s 'lid Soci al Ser vic es . 

The Secretary, 
Department of Territories , 
CANBi.JIBA, ~ . c .T. 26e1 

( • 'T ELE CRAIK) 
Fist Assistant oecretary 

For your information. (Your reference 63/3602 . ) 

R[C~ A.M 2 8 DEC 

!)~~~ 
.,_ ,-

( D. JTEELE CRAIK) 
First Assistant Secretary 

22 ~ecember 1967 

National Archives of Australia NAA: A1734, NT1969/960 




