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Excerpts from Kunmanggur and New Dawn
Excerpt 1: Kunmanggur cover
The motif used by the Commonwealth Council and Office of Aboriginal Affairs has been adapted from a painting by an unknown but probably ancient Aboriginal artist in a rock shelter on the Fitzmaurice River in the Northern Territory. The Aborigines of today consider the painting to be not simply a representation but a simulacrum of Kunmanggur or Kanamgek, the Rainbow Serpent, a Dream Time personage of extraordinary powers exercised beneficently towards man. It is believed that Kunmanggur still survives as a sky-and-water being who is a guardian of human well-being. A similar belief was very widespread if not universal throughout Aboriginal Australia. Alongside the main motif can be seen a stencil of a human hand which was probably superimposed on the original painting.
Office of Aboriginal Affairs
P.O. Box 477, Canberra 2601
No, 4
January 1970
Excerpt 2: Kunmanggur pages 5–6
Miss Louise Williams – is also a Clerical Assistant in the Office. Miss Williams comes from Cowra in New South Wales and was educated at Cowra High School.
Mr Edmund O’Loughlin – originated from Point Pearce Aboriginal Reserve in South Australia. He served as a medic with the Red Beret paratroop unit and was attached to the Air Surgical Unit at the R.A.A.P base, Williamstown (N.S.W.). Mr O’Loughlin is now employed as a Clerical Assistant in the Registry Section.
Aboriginal staff members previously employed were:
Miss Reta Merrick – originally came from Finnis Springs Station near Maree (South Australia) and was a Clerical Assistant in the administrative section. Miss Merrick is now in Adelaide and is at present employed by the Department of Labour and National Service.
Miss Pat Conway – came from the Aboriginal settlement of Palm Island in Queensland. She was a Clerical Assistant in the administrative section and was with the Office from January 1969 to December 1969.
Miss Val Bryant – was the telephonist/receptionist and came from New South Wales. She was born at Bowraville on the North Coast and received her early education at the Stuart Island school. Miss Bryant was the first Aboriginal appointed to the Office.
Aboriginal Secondary Grants Scheme
Mr W.C. Wentworth, Commonwealth Minister-in-Charge of Aboriginal Affairs, and Mr Nigel Bowen, Commonwealth Minister for Education and Science, announced jointly on 15 January details of a scheme of awards for Aboriginal secondary students at approved schools in all States, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory. The scheme, to be known as the Aboriginal Secondary Grants Scheme, forms part of the Government’s programme for Aboriginal advancement. Its purpose is to assist Aboriginal students who are likely to benefit from further secondary school studies and are remaining at school beyond the age when school attendance is no longer compulsory in the State or internal territory where they reside.
Secondary level students of Aboriginal descent will be eligible to apply for a Secondary Grant which will be tenable from the beginning of the school year in which the student reaches the school leaving age and will continue for the remainder of secondary schooling subject to satisfactory conduct, progress and attendance. The Secondary Grants, which will be awarded by the Commonwealth Minister for Education and Science who, in considering applications made to him, will take into account the extent to which applicants are regarded as capable of benefiting from further secondary school studies.
The Minister, in determining a Secondary Grant, may take into account any other awards held by an applicant at the time of application.
In deciding on the benefits offered under the scheme, the Government has taken into account the special needs of likely applicants. The main benefits are:–
(i) $200 per annum paid to the parent for the purchase of school clothing, books and other essentials,
(ii) where the child lives at home a payment at the rate of $240 to $300 per annum to the family as a living allowance,
(iii) where the child lives away from home a payment to cover full boarding costs,
(iv) payment of tuition and other compulsory fees to the school.
In order to meet particular problems which might confront students from time to time, there is provision under the scheme for the granting of additional assistance.
Students who live away from their normal place of residence in order to attend a secondary school will be issued with travel warrants to cover the cost of the journey by whatever form of transport is appropriate, from their normal place of residence at the town or city at which the course is conducted, and return, up to three times each year, to coincide with term vacations.
Assistance to Aboriginal students for primary and secondary education during the period of compulsory school attendance will continue to be the responsibility of the States although the direct Commonwealth grants to the States for Aboriginal education may continue to be used for this purpose.
Enquiries may be made at State Offices of the Commonwealth Department of Education and Science. It is expected that application forms will shortly be available from principals of secondary schools.
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NEW DAWN
A Magazine for the Aboriginal community of New South Wales.
December, 1973. Vol. 4 No. 7 ISSN 0028-4513
A monthly magazine produced by the N.S.W. Department of Child Welfare and Social Welfare, P.O. Box K718, Haymarket, N.S.W. 2000. Subscription to New Dawn is free of charge and may be obtained by writing to this address.
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Excerpt 4: New Dawn page 21
Aboriginal Secondary and Study Grants Schemes
Applications are invited for 1974 Aboriginal Secondary and Study Grants which the Australian Government offers each year to assist Aboriginal students with their secondary school studies and to undertake further study after leaving school.
The grants include assistance with living costs, school fees, clothing and textbooks, and other expenses associated with attendance at school and other educational institutions.
Eligibility
Aboriginal Secondary Grants
The grants are open to full-time students under the age of 21 years on 1 January 1974, who are of Australian Aboriginal or Torres Strait Island descent, and who will be attending in 1974 an approved secondary school or class in any Australian State or Internal Territory. 
Students who are in their final year of primary schooling in 1973 and will proceed in 1974 to an approved secondary school or class will be eligible for grant benefits in 1974.
Grants may also be made available to full-time students who are attending in 1974 an approved primary school provided the student is 14 years of age but under 21 years at 1 January 1974.
Students who are 14 years but under 21 years of age on 1 January 1974 must also be likely to benefit from remaining at school.
Aboriginal Study Grants
The grants are open with no age restriction to students of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Island descent who have already left school and wish to undertake further studies or training in an approved course.
Applications
Application forms and further details may be obtained from the Department of Education at the address below, from offices of the Commonwealth Employment Service, the Department of Child Welfare and Social Welfare and some school principals.
APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO:
The Regional Director
New South Wales State Office
Sydney Plaza Building
Department of Education
59 Goulburn Street, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2000
(G.P.O. Box 3987, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2001)
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