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From this it is plain that even if it were physically
by use of & patrol boat, to get the natives to job
%t might offer, the number of such jobs would be negligible.

to 1,000 men engaged in trochus fishing are involved -
together with an unknown number of others who might seek to register
for employment at Thursday Island in the hope of obtaining benefit.

8. You will see from the Premier's letter that he has ssked
the Prime Minister to discuss the matter with you "with s view to
having a decision mede as early as practicable”. As the Director
has already given what I consider the proper decision, I suggest
this is not now necessary.

9s Attached is & r:gly in response to the request of the
Prime Minister's ggfartnn . If you approve of it I would be
grateful if your vate Secretary wuld despatch it for me.
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social conditions, We wonder whether some special scheme
for the Torres Strait Islanders in this field of unemployment
benefit might not also be desirable, If provision for a
special scheme does not exist under the Social Services Act,
perhaps at the next amendment of the Act opportunity could be

taken to include a regulation-making power for such contingencles
as this,
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/ (A.S. BROWN)
' Secretary,
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BIRECTOR GENERAL hsu\
9 JUN1958 )
OF SUGIAL SERVICES

EXEXXXXXLXXR
Commonwealth Parliament O0ffices,
SYDNEY,

3rd June, 1958.

My dear Senator,

I wish to acknowledge receipt of
your letter of 29th Mey concerning the eligibility
of Torres Strait Islanders for unemployment benefit.
The matter was raised with you by Dr, Noble, M.L.As,
Hinister for Health and Home Affairs.

In view of your interest in this
matter, I bm having enguiries made into it, and will
be writing to you again as soon as possible.

Yours sineerely,

!‘fUL‘C;‘Lf s RO
s L 3.
(Hugh S. Roberton)
g for al S .
Senator E. B. Maher,
Commonwealth Parlisment 0ffices,
BRISBAIE.
A/DIRECTOR-GENERAL.
For preparation of reply, fo ter's
W signature, please.
Private Secréar 3
aiaaviomosw e NAA- A224 AQRQ DAD
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My dear Senmator,

As promised in my letter of 3rd June I have had
enquiries made into the eligibility of lorres Strait Islanders
to receive unemployment benefit,

An essential qualification for the grant of unemploy-
ment benefit is that the claimant must, among other things,
satisfy the Director-General of Social Services that he has taken
reasonable steps to obtain work,

Torres Strait Islanders who live on Thursday Island
are generally able to satisfy this requirement, but those who,
at the close of the pearling season, return to their home islands,
located at distances from 40 to 150 miles from the centre of
employment at Thursday Island, effectively withdraw themselves from
all but the most exceptional work opportunities,

Doubtless the natives return to their home islands for
domestic or other good reasons but the view has been taken that
the withdrawal to places of difficult access, remote from employment
opportunities is not consistent with taking reasonable steps to
obtain work, ?" It is clear that the provisions goveraing the
payment of unemployment benefit were never intended to cover such
extreme cases,

This position was recently explained to the Premier of
Gueensland in re to representations made by him to the Prime
Minister, In his reply, the Prime Minister said -

"Je can see the social disadvantage of the rule as
it is applied to these men, but so far my advisers have been
able to suggest no way of overcoming in these cases the
quite specific provisions of the Act, 1 have asked them,
however, to keep examining the problem in case some solution
can yet be found,"

Yours sincerely,

% ROBERTON

.‘\,_

Senator E. B, Maher,
Commonwealth Parliament Offices,

Adelzide Street
BRISBANE. Q'ld.

(Bugh S, Hoberton)
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