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r,n 0 ..., D .,.._,.,., -011r TA ~ 1 ~~'J -~ i;: DEPARTMEN ! _-. J._::3. ....,,_,___-0_ ,,r _ _, -- _ .. -·- _..., 
NORTHERN TERRITORY O!VIS!ON 

c111/ 

Registrar of Social Security, 
DARWIN 

Mitchell Su .. , D"1WI~ NT 5790 

PO Ro)( S02S D:.l\1/in NT 5794 

Tel<phonc 89891 1 

Tclcgr:uru Ab!l.1.Ut D.1.l\Vin 

5 July 1973 

U!FORJ.!ATION ON SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS AND PENSIONS AVAILABLE 
TO ABORIG IltA!S 

The question bas been raised as to whether information pamphlets on 
benefits and pensions could be published in various principal 
Aboriginal languages of the Northern Territory , in order that 
information may be made more readily available to ;.':>original people. 

I \/Ould be grateful if you would consider whether such information 
could be made availalie if funds could be provided for the printing 
a.I!d supply of such literat'.u-e . It is possibl e that translation 
services could be provided by the Summer Institute of Linguistics or 
froo other sources. 

I would be grateful for your views on this matter • 

. .:. ..:::,--c) 

(I,t. C. TAYLOR)~ 
for Director 

es of Australia 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

1. 

B. 

9. 

10. 

11 • 

12. 

15. 

'f 

i;otes 

Fain Aboriginal Lan5U2ges in the lforthern Territory 

L..,T" :.J'HP8 

1-TAILBRI (2600) 

A..H.A!GlA (2200) 

TWI ( 1400) 

GU?.~iI NCGU 

'f PITJ.i,J;TJAJL\ 

.u;: . ..;.TJillA * 

.il,Y.b.',l!Ril. 

JilDiGG\J"llU 

J.N!iILYAUGl-IA 

PIN'i'UBI 

LURITJA 

WARRAMUNGA 

GUPAPUYNGA 

~~(;,\}. 

Locatior 

Central and \'lest 

The Centre - S thern, eastern lle.li 

Isla."ld;.(Be.thurst, i,:elville) 

Central Arnhem Land 

The Centre - Southern & western 

The Centre - Central 

Lower Central East 

Rose River/Groote Eylandt 

Groote Eylandt 

Western Desert 

The Centre - Lower Western 

Tennant Creek area 

Northern Arnhem Land 

• Fie;u?'es in brackets are the number of speakers of the 
three principal languages 

* • This language ha.s not been studied, and has no written 
representation. 

ral a 
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Department of Social Security 
A,M,P Burlding, 1 kinQ Willfom Sttoet, Adnla•do., SA 

P, .. ,.~uoto: Cl . 270/JMA 

Director- Genera1, 
Australian Department of 

Social Security, 
"'ODEN . A. C. T. 2606 

Attention : G. ROBIN 

80)1:481,G.P.0. 

Adolaido,. SA. 5001 

T• ltphone; 51 7400 

3 f _, .... ,,.,? 

Attached is a copy of a letter received £rom the 
Department of Aboriginal Affairs, Dar'.·1in asking this Department 
to consider printing pamphlets in Aboriginal languages . 

A schedule listing the 13 main languages is attached 
and some indication i s given of where in the Northern Territory 
the language is used . 

I have replied to tbe Department of Aboriginal 
Affairs saying their request has been referred to Canberra for 
consideration . 

chives of Australia 

Jllt/~ 
D . ''IEARN~,.?I 
.DIRECTOR(; 
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lrvct:ir, 
e;,an;u;.0t or bo:1:;i!:1111 trai:,, 

Lem u~r:l.tor,- -in~ i. , 

.c. J:oz 5 zs. 
~- .T. 57::M 

~t 
oo:.aid • roduc1 
~04. 

ace you n:klt;I. o:.ir dct.?'11?' i:.i -arwin to 
.::c.lal C'.;:ri ty it.!'o= t1on 1:l 'be~ 

2o • ~ t t tnla ch~ t. do:1 8!l wc:u4 lite 
w -.-=- to i.-i lbe pJ:-O,Joct. 1n l4Z!7 n7 • =• o v111 be 
cd.4~ 11:r 10111' •;41-rtaent in the ~a • tQ bl WHt.! A&J! ~ 
N1Jzod of rodu.ci tho ~onir.ti=• 

,. 11• n f.,ftl iabUcaUo~ 110:u be wserui. ,1'013 ~ 
fffl tbat Ule Woniatl woulll be or IIOl'O ws• to MU7 borit"l:lal 
peo 1• 1t lt co1lld be i;n,a:mt ia t 1r om lanoia".'11111 ill tcr.:ia 
aialtable tar 11&1• o r:-a.:io or en tape r•cmeni. ln thla \iAT 
1t •J' b• .--111111e to Nach people who are not. litomto :1D 
dtller aeli.a or 'Uw1r llo?i.;::1r.al lPtVIIBOt• 'i:be etr o tiwa:i 
er \!11.a a 1'0lldl Ill deps:'d . or oc~a, 0.0 tho aTailabiU'J' 
et lf1nleae and :,a .reccl:'llel:"11 to tho Mple n \."Otlld be 
'h7iac t. roaall. Ir tbt a..-o t t"C!&4il7 anilabl , ertia.• 
OOIIAU tion oolll.J be ,;iv II to • I't'O.)ect to dictribute then 
h'li ... , •• bu Men :ie u .rdloo in 11p1111 • lliDea. 

4. • app ciat Ullt thai;e co-•to an oat 14e tLe C:COll9 
of tllla ~•• rcs,-J.bil1Ue e.z:d JaD thea Oil ac 
._...Uon.a oclJ,, u.4 to ~- thnt ve rill be ll4p;:J' to 
-perat~ 1A dill llQ we ce.11 to == tll t tle hor1.ci•l 
;,aopl9 lalos aD4 ualer.a~ 'their ocial eCIIU'ity 11nti.t1-i.. 

(L • .:i. ll.1. u;) 
P\r!OHE-s!Pral 

c. c . to: Dinetor, 
>e~:.t or ochl ccurity, 
6 , I • . l . 5 " 

nt;1otrar. 
,e,nrt::;ut ~ ocul. cc:urur. 

c • • t . 1114c • • 
59 aith t. , 
~ - 11. T. ~7~ 
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SEC RETARY 

Dear Laurie, 

DEPARTME~Y OF ABORIGIN AL AFFAI RS 
CAN8ERRA. A.C.T, 2600 

20 NOV 1973 

As you know our Departments have been and continue 
to be linked with others looking at t he problems of implementing 
arrangements for payment of unemployment benefit to Aboriginal s 
on reserves. 

My of ficers in the Nor t hern Territory fee l that, 
wh ilst this is necessary to ensure t hat Aboriginals have the 
same access to benefits avai l able to other Austr alians , there 
are other fields which require attent ion. 

In the past we have relied on the work of officers 
of our own Department and Mission authorities t o provide an 
agency service for your Department. In pastoral property 
areas we have tended to rely on t he good gr a ces of pastor a lists 
and occas ional visits from Departmental officers to see that 
Aboriginals receive their entitlements . I do not believe 
that this is good enough. I understand t ha t at one time you 

' were contemplating the development of extension officers which 
would include Aboriginals to wor k in the field to ensure that 
Aborig ina ls become aware of the basis on which t hey could submit 
c l a i ms . Could you tell me how far thi s has developed and 
,whether you i ntend to launch such a scheme nationally? 
' 

I not i ce the adver t isements in the newspaper s 
recently in which you have drawn to the attention of t he 
public the benefits which are available. I wonder if there 
are any additional special measures which might be taken in 
respect of Aborigina l communities. Special l eaflets printed 
i n Aboriginal languages, the use of film strips and other 
educative media may be worth cons i dering. 

I would appreciate your views on these matters. 

Mr L. J. Daniels, 
Director -General, 
Department of Social Security, 
P. O. Box 1 , 
filmfili.:. A.C.T. 2606 

es of Australia 

Yours sincerely, 

(Bar rie G. Dexter ) 
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\').-
DEPARTMENT OF ABORIGIN AL AFFAIRS 

NORTHERN T!:RRJTORY DIVISION 

Directo~enerel, 
Department of Social Seci.ll'i ty, 
P O. Box 1 , 
,/ODEN A. C.T . 2606 

PUBLICJ,TIO!IS Ill .ABORIGINAL LA.:IGUAGES 

Muchtll S1rctt. D,m.,,n, N.T ~790 

P.O. Bo\ 502S. D~rwin, N.T 5794 

Tctephom:· t:'9 8911 

7 December 1973 

I refer to your lllemorendum of 14 lfovember 1973 , in which you gi\re 
your agreement to the publication of Social Security information in 
Abor iginal languages , and make other S\J&gestions as to the use of 
r adio a.l1d tapped information for Aboriginal citizens . 

2. In the matter of publications,in Aboriginal languages , it is 
suggested that you contact the Summer Institute of linguistics, c/
Post Office, Berri-mah, N.T. 5788. This Institute ,,._.s wide experience 
in the use of Nor thern Territory languages and tne views of its staff 
uould be valuable. 

3. I will investi,ate the availability of tap recorders by means of 
.hich i nformation can be passed to persons in remote areas. 

- . c.- ~, 

for (P.. -~'."""NR}, 
Di rect or 

1 
• ,,,~ 

J ~ l. J~, ½ °" "1,t~ k ~ fw.,;f-u_.( 

~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~i /U-1-~ 
4' ~ ~~ ~ . Jllr(~'f 

chives of Australia N 




