NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF AUSTRALIA

NAA: A884, A55 PART 2
Series number: A884
Control symbol: A55 PART 2
Barcode: 1110321

Number of pages: 159

Title: Aborigines - Eligibility for social services benefits

Copies of this record are provided for research or study purposes. Before making use of the material for
other purposes (for example publication) please refer to information on copyright obligations and citing
archival records available on our website at www.naa.gov.au.






\ational Archives of Australia _ - A884. A55 PART 2




National Archives o1 Australia




%M«MJ{%%W

Gk

1 e ndssyrct

o T, 2

/M/fﬁy pal ol

/ﬂ,&yﬁ?g

Srd!
4. &/:fdzﬁf/ /é'

4%/4 &{w//é?'

%%@@@%%W
'z @‘méfé"

/t/(w//az

@ﬂ % W /
“%4‘/ //'/( %

. Ole zr

s
Ou % ,,(&7 % J/ﬂ{éx

% fffdwfw
s (slotyen

Wd w,-,/@{

ﬁ?

%y

v

—

National Archives of Australia

ﬁMM
Wé/wf/ %/aﬂ

M ﬁf /z%/%

”‘é/ ndt and chatee
o s &

4%%’/?2/;%(1

Gedetyes /d/z'

4?/ @//i’/z’(

" /zz‘i/ 4/"1
gl &t [ 227 et

W

M
Zes ,owwf»éy

ﬁ/ J’—é G
%/,‘szﬁ K

i/dﬁfymw 2

W

dé‘

f&é’ acestoen,

M
f&méa/%

%M@%Wﬁwt
/Wf%’a ard

:

f&z'/

afé{ e ot wisy |
j%'é' %ﬁfw i
4@( “othsy

44@ @r&/&m@ e harZ |
ANt

%444/ |
«4{2/# e

/

Vi,
fﬁ%

NAA: A884, AS5 PART 2

Page 23




THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
CANBERRA, A.C.T.

29th May, 1947.

Dear Senator,

I am enclosging herewith letter I have received
from R. M. Wanganeen, Point Pearce Mission Station of South
Australia, together with a petition.

These enclosures are self-explanatory and I
know you will give all the matters contained therein your
usual kindly consideration. I shall appreciate hearing from
you relative thereto as soon 88 possiblee.

Yours sincerely,

& s TZlre A

Senator the Hon. N. E. McKenna,
Minister for Heelth and Social Services,
Parliament House, '

CANBERRA. A,C.T,
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DEPARTMEN T of SUCIAL SERVIGES Cg“ﬂ
avrwdarent J )
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REGCEIVED
E.H.D. Fussell, Fesq., M.FP,,
South Australia.
Dear ¥r, Tussell,
I refer to my letter of Sth June, 1947, sckno your
representations in presenting a petition from .u-.-:fun nativea
res on the Polnt Pearce Nisslon Statlion regarding their

'l
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(W.®, MeKenna) /j

eligibility for pensions.

Under the Social Services Consolidation Aet pensions are ‘
payable to aboriginal natives of Australia who -

(1) are for the time being exempt from the provisions of
the law of the State or Territory of the Commonweslth
in which they reside relating to the control of i
eboriginal natives, or

{11) reside in a State or Territory of the Commonwealth, f
the law of which does not make provision for such
exemption but with respset to whom the administration
is satisfied that by reason of charaster, standard of :
intelligence and soclal development of t‘o aboriginal i
native it is reasonable thet s benefit should be granted. .

L

The laws to the control and welfare of aborigines !
ether than those in the _ Territory are sdministered by the
Governmente of the various States. Fensicons have nmot been granted to
persons of abori blood who are residing on .um:m stations,
resorves or settlements for the reason that in those States where
provision is made for the issue of Certificates of "xemption, a
ecertificate would not be granted to an aboriginal so residing.

Half castes snd other persoms with sboriginsl blced ere not,
by reason thereof, ineligible for pension, but where they elect te
reslde on an sboriginal station, reserve or settlement they are deomed
to be Iineligible.

It will thus be seen that in respect of aboriginals whoe
reside on the Point Pearce ¥ission Station, it 1s not possible to
authorise the payment of pensions even if the persons concerned were
eligzible outside the Feserve as nx‘ecruﬂuh of Fxomption thenm issued
would lapse on commoncement of residence on the Feserve.

#hilst 1 am sympsthetically disposed to the smelioration 1
of the provislons of the Social Services lews as they a to the
aboriginal population, the matter is one of Government poliecy and
there ares other and wider aspects invelved. The whole gueation has
been considered on several cecasicns but it hes not yet been posaible
to reach finality.

-

Yours sincerely, :
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