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THIS PAGE IS REPRODUCED FROM A BADLY FADED OR ILLEGIBLE SOURCE. 
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PRI M E MINISTER, 

CANBERRA. 

Deqr llr. Calwell, 1 2 NOV 1963 

1 for to 7our letter of 18th Sep-t8l'lber 
oonc1rnii:J6 ~ nt ot 001o1 emoe beneti ts to 
Aboria1nos. 

In .PH,ncipl,o have 110 41ff1cul t1 1:b 
ogre tna 'W1tb: Ytr.J:e ooz.t nticn • '\'h ;.• 1a n, cto-'4b1 tl"~ 
!tha #.bortgiftoa- houl.ft eventulll;ty recotve the Whole ot 
their Boctal borvlo paymon s o spend as they ae flt, on4 
•• or . ntoa.dily o.rb11¥J to the t (Jn6,. 

ln,1 ad I 1Lfc;n0d 'ill.ct ill 11QQY Calles thr. 
:tUll c.:tou::t of the ~m,,lon 1e paid (U:rect to the Abor!.gin • 
llO\V'Ovor, on a number ot Church isolone, government 
aottlc~nte ~~ p•at rn-nl prol,)ffrt1 Ot o~titl!I of tho 

n;1on :t o r,m.e tc th sut11oritie:J ot tho ili11 alor., 
soverr.t1~rrtl sotll~~ont or ~nntor:11 ITOP r ~7 !er t~e 
mtd.ntentiuoe o:t the p nuio.ner arl1l Zor tho olf of th 
pension ro ena oih&!' e.bcrie1n'1. 

fh i rinr,1:ple c-.: y:!.,ng !f)art ot a pension tc 
the peneloner '8tid Lhe bal.nnc to oc;;zre other pereon or 
u.thorlt.y on his \Jahal.£ i s no t xclm,hn to Abori6Ul8a. 

ii}¥ 8 otlon 43 of ~Uo ~oo1nl a rv~o a Aot bSe prl.n:iple 
may be ~plied o pcnulon .r bo it unable tor any 
re 011 to hruull h1 penu:lon :moneyo htJsaGlf. 

rcrci -dea16.fn.l on 1ho 'Pl' ent rm'tho4 of 
paymoni, ott1cere or ths Depart !int ot Sooinl rvic!!a 
oarrhl out rut :ini"cm1ive on--;ho-opot dnv t:!,gnt1011. ii, 
con ltAt1on end c0lloborot1on ri1h ,ha Dlreotora ot 
Aboric.irtel ,el :i: ru.~ la ol.l Stutou end in ht orthu:cn 
l'errUo:r-y, ana ma k.no»l ~ ablo people w rtJ oomul tea. 
It ~CD ~tror.:;l.J· :urse:1 that io Prv ho full t-.moant of the 
~ns1on in c ah t-o rmnn-3 ot ~ aa t bo 1eineo 11t1ula not b .tn 
their bast .intoreot s mi4 t t wit bout seu eutanno, or 
eupat'V!l.a101.1 t h ~no1on onera eu\~ ftnfi tha1r wn1 !.uto the 
honde or tb.e JOUMcr bor1uine, thue dRpr1v1r,e the 
penetonsro of tho .tw.l be tu~ th n policy. 

I do rJOt tiilnk t t; the policy, which wan 
el.~e intonded to be tempore.r.v, workeil badl)'. flh,n 
Nortb~rn !er.r1tw1 olt re Ottioera v1e1t peatorcl 
propt')rUes or hie1one par1oa1.cal.1F, thoy check, eo fttr ee 
ie poez1blo, t t the ooicl. aervica p81]Rents receiveG havo 
been nppliee tor thQ purposm tor •h1cb th17 baYe been paid. 
In this renant c cerlt\11:t proponion ot the ■one:, 1■ pai~ to 
the ne1oner, the rG11'.Ul1mer be~ devot14 to hie 
mtlit1tennnoe or to the proviilon ~ improve ant of anUiea 
fer ht eneftt rma th tot other AboriBineo, eucb aa 
QOOO.lltnexlct1on, tcr mip»l1, nblutlon sn4 G;:nitbtioD 
t o1litiee. 

. . • . /2 
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over th• threo and a half J•ar• or eo '\hat 
'lh• polhr haa bHn 4.n op :rm ion I mn told 'thnt, aa the 
AborJ.,Stnal peAGiouro Mve 'lu.ooaa aocuaiaaea to llan4l.1"6 
mono., lll'l4 a,anaaaa ihelr 3n Eltto1ra, oerta111 ot the 

a1ona, aet\l6118nts, eto., have rtoo ... nae4 1hat ~h• 
amowite of oash received dlreo, b7 the »eaoionere ,.,, 
iM~e, a a, Md t h•a• reooaondai1ona hue been •nroved 
aa U 1a ,he Govcr-lllWnt '• poltoy th t , in t.he fullu•a ot 
iJ..tn., 1111 Abortcinnl ponoicMr• will be e~f1o1ent17 
a •anoea es to be able 10 fl8i18&e hair c,,m auhire end 
no•tvo tho toi 1 amoun of 1ui1r lHtno1onn in 01111\. 

1'h1 Bo.uourabl • A. Calv;ell, .P., 
LeMor or t e c~~oe111cn, 
nrli ent HoU13e : 

0/J'!B~RA. A,c.r. 

copy $~nt to - ~illieter tor Terr1tor1ss 
Department of Territories 
Department of the Treasury 
Department of Social ~erv-ices . 
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Bis Honour t he Administrator 
ot the Northern Territory, 

DABWIN. N.'l'. 

~/;~~® 
~v~~~~ j 

63/6480 /'. 

2 3 OCTJ96l 

SOCIAL SERVICE BENEFITS FOR ABORIGINES 

In connection with the pa,ment of Social Service 
benefits to Aborigines I am attaching tor your information copi es 
ofi-

(a) a letter to the Prime Minister from the Leader 
ot the Opposition1 

(b) comments by the Department of Social Serncea1 

(c) the 14inieter'a -~ to the I riae lliniater . 

2. I would appreciate your views on tbe metboda 
wbich aboul4 be adopted to oontorm w1 th the 111n1ater• a thoqhta 
in the utter:-

( a) that emphasis muat be given to paying pension■ 
direot to the Aboriginea in an JISl1.Y oases as 
posoible; and 

(b) that every et.tort must be made to ensure that tbe 
au.ma retained by paatoraliets are spent tor the 
benefit of Aborigines. 

National Archives of Australia 

(C . R. Lambert) 
Secretary 
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1, 

3.18 14.11.63 

TO TERRITORIES CANBERRA 

FROM ADHIN DARWIN 

KJF520/D2581 

YOUR 63/6480 OF 23RD OCTOBER SOCIAL SERVICE BENEFITS REFERS. 

YOUR PARAGRAPH 2(A) PROGRESSIVELY GREATER NUMBERS OF 

ABORIGINES ARE BE I NG PA ID PENSIONS ; ~ Y AND NEARLY ALL /~...,u "--J ,., 

THOSE IN TOWN AREAS RECEIVE FULL PENSIONS ALTHOUGH THESE 

ARE POSTED BY SOCIAL SERVICES THROUGH DISTRICT WELFARE OFFICERS 

TO ENSURE IDENTIFICATION AND RECEIPT, CONSEQUENT UPON INCREASED 

BENEFITS INCREASES OF FIVE SHILLINGS PER WEEK HAVE BEEN MADE 

OM ALL SETTLEMENTS AND THE EFFECT ON RECOVERIES AND THEREFORE 

ESTIMATES ARE NOW BEING STUDIED TO SEE WHETHER FURTHER INCREASE 

CAN BE EFFECTED. YOUR PARAGRAPH 2 (B) "PATROL OFFICERS ON 

STATION INSPECTION VISITS CHECK PROVISION FOR PENSIONER 

ACCOMMODATION AGAINST PASTORALISTS TRUST FUND HOLDINGS AND 

PERIODICAL VISITS BY SOCIAL SERVICES OFFICERS CONFIRM THAT 

THEY ARE SATISFIED WITH PRESENT POSITION. A SOCIAL SERVICES 

OFFICER IS SHORTLY TO ACCOMPANY A PATROL OFFICER ON A SERIES OF 

VISITS TO CENTRALIAN PROPERTIES. EVERY EFFORT IS THEREFORE 

BEING MADE TO ENSURE THAT THE SUMS RETAINED BY PASTORALISTS 

ARE SPENT FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE ABORIGINES AND THE DEPARTMENT 

OF SOCIAL SERVICES IS AWARE OF AN~SATISFIED WITH THE PRESENT 

POSITION. 

ADMIN FILE 62/2240 
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