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Notes on meeting held 19th February, 1965 between m
officers of Department of Territories (Messrs. \M

Reseigh and Mey) Director, Welfare (i.T.), Hr.
Glese and Messrs. Prowee and Sellwood.

te opportunity was taken during Mr, Giese's visit to discuss
position generally regarding disbursement of pensions in Horthern
Territory and in particular to discuss ways and means of
reductions in sums of asceumlated maintenance held some
pastoralists and missions. ¥Mr. Reseigh econsidered s@ accunu-
lations to be an area within which the Commonwealth could be

eriticized.
£ Main points discussed =
a+1)  Amouant of Pocket lMopey
(1 Mr. Giese strongly of view that rate of progress in

inereasing pocket money to benevolent home standard (now 42/=- a
vgﬁtuo slow¥. Pensioners cannot leara to use money without |
e jerce of it. BReferred to deeision to inerease pocket money

to pensioners on Settlements to benevolent home rate and mentloned |
this was a preliminary to the point where pensions would be paid
in full to eligible pensioners. Explained that pensioners on
settlements now required to pay for certain items = no chthin* )
issued free, Stores are adequately stoeksto provide pensioner's
needs, Direct payment cases required to maintain themselves. f

¥ 20 Mr. Giese welcomed the recent arbitrary rais of pocket
MWSI-m:nmmmwwWMt: t
money was mot now less than 30/~ a week. was impressed wit
information that 41 pastoralists had adopted individual acesuntings
5till he looked for more rapid inereases in pocket money and '
suggested efforts be made to raise pocket money to standard ]
benevolent home rate by end of year.

2 (11) Referring to position on Misslons Mr. Giese suggested
ushing Intended to

=

2 (is4) Proposal agreed by Soclal Services represeantatives ©
pocket money should be raised as ckly as possible by regular
inerements to the standard benevo ent home pension rate.

ainst the maintenancd ent for the npensioners!

L

3 (1) Mr. Giese said maintenance costs were claimed to ras
Prom £2.10.0. = £3:0.0. a week to £5 - £6. He suggested 1t
be reasonable to allow as a claim by pastoralists against t!
maintenance position of the pension cost of providing f
goods to the value of items sted in the approved Departme
Health Diet Scale. What is a fair value for these items is
negotiated. i

3 (11) In the :‘;‘ut the cost was fixed at 32/9 for an
dependant, 13/= for the first child and 8/~ for other chil
in an aboriginal worker's family. (The 5/= difference was
accounted for by the diff endowment rates. The pror
under review is that 3+/6 be paid for adults 24/9 for the
ehild and 29/9 for ot mﬂm. The payments p ;

of children would include an elemeat for clot.ing =
for adults would not.
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(1ii) Acceptance of a standard value in respect of the maine
_ of pensioners would enmable a tighter eheck on pastoralists.
Of course, allowances would be made for items and services provided
:{. ltorall ists over and above what would be supplied under the
Scale,

3 (iv) Social Services representatives agreed that a firm basis
was deairable for caleulating what was a reasonable charge 1
pastoralis.s for the maintenance of sioners and, ia the a

of a more suitable measure, felt that the prooosal could be adopted.

decumu l o tedo CUNC he 1 a8bom

% (1)  Comment made that higher rates of pockst money would
mean the less the maintenance that would bop::nihhh for
accunulation. ;

% (11) Mr. Glese feared that pasterslists teaded to retain
moneys paid to them as pension maintenance in respeet of pensioners
who subsequently died or left the property. 4§

% (111) Pointed out that where individual accounts for pensioners
were not kept it would be difficult to say in respect of an "
individual pensioner just what his "share" of aceumulated maintenance
was derived from his pension. Mr. Giese felt that his Braach eould

5 provide assistance froa records which would enable caleulation of

the "share'/accumulated maintenance which could be garded as
% any particular peansioner, He felt that the case
of tpaasfer of a pensioner from one station to another the value

of the pensioner's share in the collective maintenance fund (or
in the ease where individual accounts were kept - his credit) should
be transferred with him,

4. (iv) Mr. Giese also felt that arrangements could be made to

the liaison between his Branch and the Curator so that
the ter would be in a position to cell on pastoralists for an
accounting when a pensioner died.

5e um-mnttnmnzuumrmmnumm
returned lhrt& ore its conclusion. At that point discussion
was ending on position under which Treasury required that the
maintenance nent of ocensions be paid to Revenue whereas, it
was gathered, the Director considered that the maintenance should
be at:fh%to him to enable the "”1'“:1 of % .
amenities for pensioners, There was some discussion ng whic
it was ' that the Director might make a cost review in
respect of Settlements and make out a case to Treasury for a
review of their decision that all of the "-hlumm component
of pensions received should be pald to revenue.
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DEPARTMENT OF

TELEPHONE : 49-6011
F.O. BOX MNo. 782.,
CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T.

In reply please guote :

A55/4255

The Secretary,
Department of Tﬂrritorles,
CANBERRA, A.C.T.

o

(For Attention Mr.
Meeting

of Department of Social

February, 1965.

SOCIAL SERVICES

May)

between of'ficers

Territories, Director of
Services on 19th

—~——

4

A.M.P, BUILDING,
HOBART PLACE,
CANBERRA, A.C.T,

of Department of
Welfare and officers

As discussed by telephone, forwarded herewith are
two copies of notes of discussions at this meeting.

If the record is found to be in érror in any respect
your advice as to the discrepancies would be appreciated.
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National Archives of Australia
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Dir cfor Gengial
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