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This arrangement has been the means of:-—

(a) Overcoming the difficulty of bringing
"Outsiders" into work on the Settlement.

(b) Providing training and useful occupations
for inmates when eventually discharged,

(e) Keeping the patients occupied and living
together more amicably.

(d) Improving the physical condition of the
patient kept in employment.

Te The payment mentioned in Paragraph 6 above
raises the following:-

i. Is Social Services aware of these payments?
Pension rate could be effected at upper
level of weekly payment.

ii. The receipt of pension monies could have
a marked influence on the attitude of
patients to the Settlement's pattern
of organization and rehabilitation measures.
In other words would the patient still
be willing to work?

8. The Welfare Branch of the Northern Territory

Administration has reached agreement with Social Services

on pensions to their Wards. A proportion - minimum of 10/- - '
is paid to the Pensioner, a fluctuating proportion into |
Welfare Operational Account for food and clothing supplyec

and the balance is paid into a Welfare Building Fund. {In

personal discussions with Welfare Officers they advocated ‘
similar policy for Health).

9. In October, 1959 (folio 5) Social Services

pointed out to the Director of Health, Darwin that when

the Leprosarium was located on Channel Island it was the

policy of his Office to pay pensions only to those patients who
had families to support on the main land. Pensions were paid
to the wives as warrantee. Nothing was paid to the patient.
It was assumed that the persons were being quartered and fed and
some clothes were supplied and that a further pension payment
should not be made on their behalf by the Commonwealth except
where they have a family to support. At that time Social Services
sought advice as to whether Health wished to change their
policy. There is no record of direct advice but it is felt
that the submission of applications for pensions is implied
acceptance of a policy change.

10. It is doubtful whether payment of these new
pensions to patients at East Arm Settlement would in the ultimate
be to their betterment. However, a glut of money in
patients hands would have repercussions:-

(a) Socially

(b) For management

(¢) On rehabilitation.
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1 In the circumstances it is recommended that an
approach be made to the Director-General of Social Services to
have the current application for Funds paid on an Institutional
basgis. It is not intended that any alteration be sought in
regard to AABdS already standing. A draft memorandum is attached
for consideration.

(C.R. JAMES)
211 fer.

National Archives of Australia NAA: A1658, 756/11/1 PART 2

Page 260



Page 257



Page 253



Page 254



Page 250



Page 249



Page 242



— =
75;?£f/ " g

4 1{(

TELEPHONE NO: CANBERRA 7 O4dll
TELEGRAPHIE ADDRESS "TERRITORIES CANBERRA

Your reference

In repty quore No.

61/6747.

L ETNOVISE

The Director-General of Heal
Administration Building,
CANBERRA, AG,T05

ALLOWANCES FOR ABORIGINES RECEIVING
TREAIVERT FOR LEPROSY AT NORTHERN

Territory Missions and the Administration, which was

held in Derwin earlier this year, passed a resolution
requesting "that the Minister for Health be asked to
consider extending the present provision for payment

of invalid pensions to patients discharged from the
leprosarium to cover the period when they remain under
treatment on Missions or 8ettlements and cannot therefore
be gainfully employed,"

{
The biennial conference of the Northern [
l
|
1

2 His Honour the Administrator has informed me that
there was considerable discussion on this matter during which
the representative of the Department of Social Services
expressed the views of his Department. The general opinion
of the Mission representatives was that persons with leprosy
undertaking treatment on Missions and Settlements are not
capable of full employment,

3e It is understood that under the existing arrange- f
ments assistance will be given by the Department of Social
Services for = period of three months but that persons

receiving treatment on Missions and Settlements are not
considered eligible for en invalid pension. In these
circumstances the Mission representatives suggested that
provision might be made, along the lines of the T.B. -
Allowance Scheme, to cover such cases, MNention was made el /

at the Conference of the therapeutiec walue of having the
people undergo treatment in their own areas. At the same

time, because treatment had to be regularly given, there A MﬂmLﬁ
were gerious limitaticns placed on their employment possi- ¢
bilities,

4, Perhaps your Director of Health in the Northern
Territory could give an indiecation of the number of cases
which are being dealt with in this way and who, in the

view of your officers under the present terms relating to
invalid pensions, cannot be certified as quslifying for \ M
such pensions. 0™ 1

5e My Minister has aporoved that when this information
is to hand I am to have the matter considered further to see:
whether, in these particular cases, there could be some
waiving of the conditions relating to invalid pensions, or
. 0 ag an extension of the period which is now applied by the
Hﬂé,,f”/ Department of Social Services, or the development of a scheme
- &jotA*ﬂﬂ similer to the T;B. Allowance Scheme,

ﬁrﬁﬁhl 6. I would appreciate your views on the problem which I
have referred to the Director-General of Soeial Servjices in
gimilar terms,
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